
The 2023 Israeli Foreign Policy Index - Key Findings
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 The government’s handling
     of foreign policy

 The status of Israel’s
     Foreign Ministry

 Israel’s global
            standing

General Assessments
Average ratings on a scale of 1 (low) to 10 (high)

18%28%
27% 26%

19%31%
23% 27%

21%37%
19% 23%

5.004.825.03

*out of 10Good Rather good Rather poor Poor

Trends over Time, 2020-2023
Average rankings on a scale of 1 (low) to 10 (high)

Israel’s global standing

 The government’s
handling of foreign policy

 The status of Israel’s
Foreign Ministry

2021 2022 20232020

5.85

5.03

5.53

5.40

5.00

5.29

5.58

5.23

6.05

5.69
5.63

4.82

Israel's government should:
(Out of 10)

Strengthen 
the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs                                      

Collaborate 
internationally 
to address the 
climate crisis

Improve 
relations with 
Mediterranean 

countries                              

Improve 
relations with 

the MENA 
region

Improve 
relations with 
the European 

Union                                     

Promote 
peace with the 

Palestinians

7.30

7.84

2022 2022 20222022 2022 20222023 2023 20232023 2023 2023

7.237.237.31
6.817.16

7.51 7.40
7.22

6.08
5.73

19%

23%

32%
26%

The state of Israel-US relations: 5.3
)out of 10(

 Good

 Poor

 Rather good
 Rather poor

Trends over time, 2020-2023
Average rankings on a scale of 1 (low) to 10 (high)

8.05

6.46
6.85

5.3
 The state of
 Israel- US
relations

2021 2022 20232020

 Russia
 Germany Great

 Britain

France

China

Egypt
Jordan

 Saudi
Arabia

31.8%
31.4%28%

20%

26%

21% 11%

12%

The most important countries for Israel
)not including the US( 

 www.mitvim.org.il

T h e  I s r a e l i  I n s t i t u t e  f o r
R e g i o n a l  Fo r e i g n  Po l i c i e s

What region does Israel belong to?

12%

 No
opinion

10%

 To none of
the above

24%

 More to
Europe

20%

 More to the
Mediterranean

34%

 More to the
Middle East

The US is, and should continue to be, 
Israel's main ally in the world

Agree

 No
 opinion

Disagree
73%

19%

8%

http://www.mitvim.org.il 
https://www.facebook.com/MitvimHeb
https://twitter.com/mitvim
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Regarding the war in Ukraine, 
it is preferable for Israel to:

"Walk 
between 

the 
drops"

 No
opinion

 Fully
 support
Russia

 Fully
 support
Ukraine

33%
44%

3%
20%

Should the criticism on behalf 
of the Abraham Accords 

countries affect Israel's policy 
towards the Palestinians?

Yes

No

No opinion

39%

37%

24%

 www.mitvim.org.il
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Israel should:

44%

14%

42%

Not consider 
regime type 
as a factor 

when building 
relations                 
Prioritize 
building 

relations with 
democratic 
countries

                                                                                                         No opinion

How important is it to establish a 
joint regional framework to deal 

with the climate crisis?
7.56 (out of 10)

25%Somewhat important

12%Not so important

6%                                                                                                 Not at all important

57%Important

Israel should use the countries it has 
normalized relations with to promote 

peace with the Palestinians?

(Agreement with the statement over time)

2021
53% 57% 61%

2022 2023

Should Israel promote full normalization 
with Saudi Arabia in exchange for 
halting settlements’ construction and 
evacuating illegal outposts?

41%40%19%
YesNo No

opinion

To what extent does the future of Israel's 
relations with the West affect your position 

regarding the Judicial Reform?

To a great extent                                                                                                  

To a high extent                                                                                                    

To a small extent                                                                                                  
To a very small extent/not at all
No opinion

20%

25%

16%

24%

15%

To
 a 

ve
ry 
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ge

 ex
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nt

To
 a 

sm
all

 ex
te

nt

To
 a 

lar
ge

 ex
te

nt

To
 a 

ve
ry 

sm
all 
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nt
/n

ot
 at

 al
l

No o
pin

ion

Is there a connection between 
the government's efforts to alter 

the judicial system and its efforts 
to promote annexation and 

sovereignty over the West Bank?

26%
23%

19%
15% 17%
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Facing the Iranian nuclear threat, Israel should:

 Attack the nuclear
facilities in Iran

25%
 Prepare to face a

nuclear Iran
No opinion

16%10%

?
 Support international
 efforts to delay Iran’s

nuclear capability

49%

Israel’s main strategy towards 
Lebanon should be:

19%

22%

20%

26%

13%

 Supporting international
                                          efforts to stabilize Lebanon

 Advancing interim agreements
                        with the Lebanese government

                                                                                                         Non-interference

 Increasing military activity
                                                         against Hezbollah

                                                                                                                     No opinion

 www.mitvim.org.il

T h e  I s r a e l i  I n s t i t u t e  f o r
R e g i o n a l  Fo r e i g n  Po l i c i e s

The European Union (EU) is currently

 More of a friend
of Israel

 More of an
adversary of Israel

No Opinion

33%39%

28%

The EU is more of a 
friend of Israel due to:*

Its liberal-
 democratic

positions

 It being Israel’s
 main trading

partner

 Its positions
 regarding the

 peace process
 with the

Palestinians

 The scientific
collaborations

44% 48%

19%

34%

69%

32%
22%

42%

The EU is more of an 
adversary of Israel due to:*

 Its positions
 regarding the

settlements

 Its positions
regarding Iran

 Its positions
 regarding the

 peace process
 with the

Palestinians

 The funding
 of Israeli

 civil society
organizations

The importance of strengthening 
relations with Jordan 

7.82 (out of 10)

63%                                                                                                      Important

24%
 Somewhat
                                                                                    important

9%                                                                                            Not so important
4%                                                                                             Not at all import

What is most important in developing 
relations with Morocco?

12%

12%

33%

24%

19%

                                                        Cultural, interfaith and civic relations

                                                                   Economic and commercial ties

                                                                                                 Security Ties

                                                                                                    No opinion

 Partnership for enhancing
               relations with Africa and Europe

What areas of cooperation should Israel 
prioritize in its relations with Turkey?

 Preventing escalation
                                             with the Palestinians

 Promotion of gas
                                                          exports to Europe

 Collaboration
 regarding the
                                                climate crisis

 Security Cooperation
 regarding Iran, Syria,
                     and Lebanon

                                                                                                     No opinion 13%

20%38%

11%

18%
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Do you support Israeli aid for the development 
of independent energy and water infrastructure 

in the Palestinian Authority?

Support

52%

                                                                                                           No opinion

14%

                                                                                                     Do not support

34%

Should Israel cooperate with the Palestinians 
in order to address the climate crisis?

 Yes
49%

No
31%

 No
opinion

20%

The continued existence of the 
Palestinian Authority

27%11%32%17%13%

Is contrary 
to the Israeli 
interest

Is not 
significant 
to the Israeli 
interest

Serves 
the Israeli 
interest

Is critical to 
the Israeli 
interest

No 
opinion

 www.mitvim.org.il

T h e  I s r a e l i  I n s t i t u t e  f o r
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What should be the Israeli strategy 
towards the Gaza Strip?

 Work towards the return
                               of the PA to the Gaza strip

 Negotiate with Hamas
                                          for a long-term accord

 Harness the international community to
                                                                                 promote large-scale economic rehabilitation

                                                                                                        No opinion

                                                              Continue with the existing strategy

15%

17%

24%

27%

17%

Which strategy should Israel implement 
regarding the Palestinian issue?

 36%

 28%

 11%

 25%  Pursue peace
 based on the two
                                                       states solution

 Annex the West bank
 and create one state with

      special privileges for Jews

 Annex the West Bank
 and create one state
                   with equal rights for all

                                                                                                                     No opinion

Do you support the establishment of a joint 
coordination mechanism for Israel, the Palestinian 

and Jordan to prevent escalation in Jerusalem?

61%17%22%
SupportOppose No

opinion

The growing influence of China in 
Middle Eastern politics

40% 13% 29%18%
Endangers 

Israel
Is positive 
to Israel

No 
opinion

Is not 
significant 

to Israel
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