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3. Land: expropriation, compensation and return, allocation of land and control, representation
in policy-making and the legal status of the World Zionist Organization and the Jewish
Agency, planning, construction and housing and settlement

4. Economic and Cultural Rights: employment, economic development, public service, welfare,
health and social services and higher education

5. Law enforcement

6. Military/civilian service

7. Symbolic space and public space

8. Immigration and Naturalization Laws

9. Historical restorative justice

Group members: Yaniv Sagee, Thabet Abu Ras, Chassia Chomski Porat, Rula Deeb, Mossi Raz,
Hussein Tarabieh, Michal Levin, Maisam Jaljuli, Vered Marom, Nazir Magali
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3. In parallel, action is needed to end the occupation in the Palestinian territories, to arrive at
a permanent agreement with the Palestinians and to create a shared society in Israel. The
end of the occupation and peace between the peoples are important in order to strengthen
and advance the building of a shared society.

4. A cultural, economic, and social bond must be developed and strengthened with the
peoples in the region.

5. The concepts of both restorative justice and distributive justice will inform all resource
allocations in the State of Israel.

6. The historical, moral and political injustices of the displacement and dispossession of the
Palestinians will not be corrected by new injustices.

7. National rights for each group are not to be awarded at the expense of, or to replace
religious rights for each group.

The values at the heart of the vision:

- Equality of rights and opportunities Equality is the normative principle organizing the
shared vision that refers to the political, social and economic spheres within the entire
society in Israel.

- Recognition and pluralism The national groups in the country have adopted
perceptions and positions that stand in opposition to each other. The ethical perception
of moral pluralism recognizes this fact, but does not privilege the values and narratives
of one of the groups over those of the other. Each group recognizes the narrative, the
needs, and the aspirations of the other group. Both groups will have visibility in the
public sphere without giving priority to one over the other.

The vision of a shared society will allow full equality between the Arab minority and the
Jewish majority. To this end a detailed response needs to be provided for the inequality
currently existing in Israel in the nine areas:

1. Cultural rights: language, education, culture, heritage and heritage sites, religion and media

2. Freedoms and Political Rights: legal status, parliamentary representation, representation in
centers of power, political freedoms

Development of a Joint Vision for a Shared Society in Israel ® 37



From the Ridgefield Group

Draft vision that was presented at the conference

According to our vision, the State of Israel
will exist as a shared society in which all
of its citizens, Jews and Palestinian Arabs,
will live with dignity, with equality and with
peace.

This is how we would describe the shared
society: A society in which there is social
cohesion, stability, and safety. A society
where all its members feel at home. Such
a society advances the dignity and human
rights of all its members and grants equal
individual and collective rights.

The shared society in Israel will be a
democratic society valuing and identifying
the economic, social and political potential
that lies within in national and cultural
diversity. This society will act to promote
the principle of equal partnership through
mechanisms, practices, and government
policy. As such it will create opportunities
and will unite its members around shared
values, objectives and projects.

The society shared by Arabs and Jews
in Israel will be based on relationships
between citizens (both individuals and

groups) that are characterized by mutual
respect, tolerance, openness and inclusion
of diversity, pluralism, societal solidarity
and shared responsibility. All these create
a sense of belonging and ownership.

We are aware of the fact that
implementation of this vision is a complex
and gradual process that requires building
of broad consensus, both in relation to
the nature of the society in Israel and in
relation to a just solution for the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict which relies centrally
on the establishment of a Palestinian state
alongside the state of Israel. The ability to
overcome the disputes and fears between
our two peoples will make it possible for
us to create a new reality, which will be
founded on this vision and will lead to a
flourishing and thriving state where its
citizens live in peace and wellbeing.

The country will enjoy the abundance of
resources which will be re-directed from
expenditures on war and defense to the
investment in an optimal quality of life for
all its citizens and for the development of
the entire region.

We see the following agreed-upon principles as the basis of the vision:

1. Israel within the 1967 borders will be a democratic state whose sovereignty belongs to all

its citizens, Jews and Arabs alike, and both peoples have equal national group rights in it.

2. The state will pursue equitable policies for all of its citizens.
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true engagement in a public dialogue that
explores the hopes and fears of all Israelis in
building a shared society.

A vision is an aspiration - a hoped for future
to work toward, to be discussed and revised
as more people join the dialogue.

There is no illusion that this is an easy task;
our review of other societies shows that it
requires a long term commitment, patience
and planning.

History and experience shows that the
only effective, sustainable and morally
acceptable way to manage social tensions
between sections of society is to work to
create a shared society in which all sections
of that society feel at home and valued for
themselves.

The Ridgefield Group - a group of Jewish & Arab civil society leaders in
cooperation with the Fletcher School of Law & Diplomacy at Tufts University

(USA). The group has worked for the past two years (2013-2015) on composing

a vision for a shared society.

Development of a Joint Vision for a Shared Society in Israel
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Eileen F. Babbitt, PhD

Academic Advisor to the Ridgefield Group
Professor of Practice of International Conflict Management, The Fletcher
School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University (USA).

As a conflict resolution scholar and
practitioner, | have convened lIsraeli
Palestinian dialogues and focused on Arab-
Jewish relations in Israel for the past 25 years

The original idea for the workshop was to
create a forum for identifying and discussing
the challenges facing those in Israel who
work for peace and equality.

The members of the group decided to focus
their joint efforts on developing a vision for
a“shared society”in Israel

The initial step in our shared society
project was a “mapping” of shared society
approaches, both in Israel and globally.

We found some interesting ideas through
this mapping:
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For example:

1. In South Tyrol, there is a recognition
of minority rights through autonomy
arrangements, while also a commitment
to bilingualism in public administration
(i.e., acknowledgement of both separate
and shared identities).

N

In Northern Ireland, the good news is that
politics has replaced violent confrontation,
but the lack of a shared vision for the
society has slowed the reconciliation
process

w

In Israel itself, the shared society idea has
been tried in a variety of small, community
level projects and programs in very
positive ways.

The draft Vision Document being distributed
today is the result of a two-year effort
incorporating the Ridgefield group’s learning
and working closely together.

This document will hopefully support a
discussion in Israel about what a shared
society means and how it would look
and feel. It does not present every detail
or step in building such a society, but
instead carefully sketches out the essential
contours, identifying the essence of the
desired changes. We call it a draft because
we hope it stimulates a wider discussion-a



between the two peoples, and has allowed
the feelings of superiority, ethnic supremacy
and messianism to seep into every corner of
Jewish-Israeli society over the last 48 years.

The vision you are presenting here today is
so important. The distance between it and
Israeli reality demonstrates how big and
critical is the task before us.

Your vision is of a society based on the idea
that the State of Israel is the state of the
Jewish People as well as the state of all its
citizens. That Israel is the homeland of the

two peoples living here; a society where
one people does not attempt to impose its
culture while discrediting and trampling any
other culture; a society that realizes that the
quality of life of all its members depends on
the existence of a deep and real civil and
cultural equality. The battle on the character
of Israel, on its legitimate image, is the battle
for the vision you are presenting here today -
for shared life, for sanity, for peace.

Avan Ny

Givat Haviva
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MK Zehava Galon
Chair, Meretz

The draft of the vision you are presenting
here today is an exciting document. | admit
that | do not agree with every single word,
but the picture it paints is a true inspiration
for anyone working for a more just society,
and for changing the racist, conflict-ridden
Israeli reality.

The joint work of Jews and Palestinian Arabs
for formulating this vision is a light at the end
of the long, dark tunnel that we are walking
in. We need it especially now, when the
vision of a shared life seems so far away. The
important question that the vision document
raises is how to move towards it instead of
moving away from it.

| believe that there is a way to change
reality, and that the road for a shared life
goes through concrete steps to change
discrimination and develop a comprehensive
affirmative action program for the Palestinian
citizens of Israel in all areas of life.

Let is be said clearly: Without ensuring the
representation of Palestinian Arab citizens
in the public service, without the actual
manifestation of the status of Arabic as
an official language, without increasing
resources for education, without investment
in Arab culture and familiarity with the
common narratives, without the expansion
of police service, without a struggle against
racist profiling at airports, without providing
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equal accessibility to social services, and
especially without the correction of the
disgraceful, incredible discrimination in
planning policy and in land distribution - the
two peoples will continue to live here side by
side, and not together.

As long as discrimination is not corrected,
there will be two populations living here:
citizens, and almost-citizens.

I am proud of the fact that Meretz does not
only believe in Jewish-Arab cooperation,
but actually implements that all the time.
I am also proud that my friend Issawi Frej
was elected for the third Meretz seat in the
Knesset not on the basis of a party quota.

Israel is a racist country. It is racist against
Ethiopian Jews, against asylum seekers form
Sudan and Eritrea, against Middle-Eastern
Jews, against Russian immigrants, and
against anyone who is not Jewish.

But racism against the Palestinian-Arab
citizens of Israel, which is the most deeply
rooted and most violent, is the result of a
directed, institutionalized discrimination
during the last 68 years, culminating in
racist legislation, in incitement that leads
to violence and lynching, and is directly
connected to the conflict and to the policy
of occupation.

The bleeding conflict we are living in creates
and reinforces suspicion and hostility



not a dull moment - they have just destroyed
houses in Kafr Kana, and are threatening to
demolish some more.

President Rivlin is scheduled to appear after
me. Despite the political and ideological
abyss that lies between us, in everything
that pertains to the Arab citizens, his attitude
is better than that of any member of the
Labor party or the political center. Let me
tell you that the person behind the decision
to postpone and to freeze demolition in
Qalansuwa and Tayibe is Rubi Rivlin.

I told him of the tragic situation of a family
with disabled children that has been living
on private land in Qalansuwa for ten years,
in a house that did not receive a permit.
Two municipalities, Qalansuwa and Tayibe,
submitted requests for change of purpose
to the area "which is not authorized for
construction because of a stream in the
nearby surroundings ". | invite every one of
you to come and visit - the stream is long
gone, and there is nothing nearby... People
in Qalansuwa and Tayibe want to live, and
only then, they can enjoy the surroundings.
Existence precedes co-existence and a shared
society. The President intervened, and the
system suddenly became efficient. President
Rivlin deserves a huge thank you for his
intervention that prevented the families'
suffering and a possible conflict.

We feel that the issue of house demolitions is
a threat. As for the Bedouin village of Hiran,
we are going to struggle first: We cannot
allow that a village whose residents were
asked to move by martial law in 1956 will
now be destroyed in order to establish a
Jewish town. It is most outrageous that the
Supreme Court has approved the demolition.
The Supreme Court generally does not
provide true support to the Arab national
minority in the State of Israel. This is a call to
the Supreme Court: If you think that you are
the citizen's last resort, in our case you are
not. You must reconsider your decision!

| am standing before you as a person who
has always stretched out his hand in a bid
for cooperation, wishing to change reality so
that we live in a better one. But we will never
behave like "nice Arabs". Some journalists
have expressed disappointment with the
Arab members of the Knesset. They would
like to create a new kind of Arab MKs. There
is no such thing! Stop being patronizing!
We will engage with the civil subject as well
as national identity. That's who we are, and
we will never follow the majority's tune.
Whoever wants to accept me for what | am
- welcome. Whoever does not, will have to
deal with the challenge that we present daily,
and especially with the mirror that we place
in front of Israeli society.
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MK Dr. Ahmad Tibi
Joint List

I am glad to be here and would like to
thank the directors of Givat Haviva for this
conference, as there haven't been many
similar conferences in recent years. Today's
conference is dedicated to a Shared Society.
This new term now replaces the old "co-
existence", which has become obsolete
as there is one side, a minor group within
Jewish Israeli society, who supports the idea
of co-existence, and there is another side, the
Arabs in the State of Israel, who are seeking
existence. Unlike the image of horse and
horseman, the condition for co-existence is
that there must be, first, an existence.

If we want a shared society to succeed, we
have to meet several conditions. Arabs
feel threatened here on a daily basis in
the most basic aspects of life. A house can
be demolished, even though it has been
standing on private land for ten or fifteen
years, because there is no municipal master
plan. As an Arab, you feel threatened because
you do not feel as an equal citizen in your
own country. A hijab-wearing Muslim woman
must feel safe wherever she goes. There is no
reason for her to feel unsafe, or to be treated
as a potential threat.

All members of the shared society must
fight the stereotypes that have been
prevalent here for over 60 years. In recent
years, those stereotypes seem to have
become stronger. The Knesset has become
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more extremist, passing racist laws, and this
new Knesset does not seem any different.
There is an obsessionwith a Jewish State, a
need to define the State as more and more
"Jewish"... Between the option of a narrow
right-wing government and a national unity
government, | choose the narrow option,
as that is the true face of the Israeli right,

without the Labor Party's "cosmetic" role.

What does the Arab leadership want? What
does the Arab public want? Their wishes
have not changed. This public has a clear
civil, socio-economic agenda. It has clear
demands in the areas of education, of
the fight against violence, of housing, of
planning and building. And this public has
a national identity, too. There are those
who wish to treat us like creatures who just
"dropped from the sky", with no national
identity. We will not take that, for this is not
what we are. We are part of the Palestinian
people.This is our identity. Yet | am different
from my friend Saeb Erekat, for | am also an
Israeli citizen. This citizenship has meaning,
even if | am not an equal citizen. | am fighting
to become equal.

A recent survey found that Arab citizens of
Israel consider the treatment of crime and
violence to be the most important issue
for them. In second place: the educational
system, third place - building and house
demolitions. Regarding demolitions, there is



France and Germany, arch-enemies for
centuries, would not be such close allies
today. Without this leap of confidence, the
project of European integration would never
have started, and certainly would not have
succeeded. And | add that, without this leap
of confidence, Israeli and German leaders
would only insufficiently have embarked on
a path which has led to the unique friendship
between our two countries and our two
peoples.

It is for these reasons that | am especially
grateful to Givat Haviva for inviting me
today. Givat Haviva aims at building mutual
confidence between Jews and Arab-
Palestinians. | want to applaud you for your
efforts over the last decades. You have
organized numerous encounters between
Jewish and Palestinian-Arab youngsters,
who came here for summer camps and for
workshops.

Germany and, | am certain, also other
international partners will be willing to

assist you in promoting an inclusive, fair
and just society. Over the years, Germany
has invested heavily in projects that foster
Jewish-Arab coexistence in Israel. We have
worked together and are working together
with a number of organizations in Israel that
focus on empowering the Arab-Palestinian
community.

According to an Arabic saying, “he who
has no friend will be a stranger in his own
homeland”. | am confident that Jews and
Arab-Palestinians in Israel can become
genuine partners and make Israel their
common homeland. One of the reasons
for being optimistic is that there is a lively
and striving civil society in Israel - as we
can see again here today. And let us not
forget: President Reuven Rivlin’s personal
commitment to improve relations between
Jews and Arab-Palestinians is also a very very
important factor. | am very happy that he will
join you later today.

Thank you!

2
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Hon. Andreas Michaelis

German Ambassador to Israel

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my firm belief that, for peace in a
society, for real coexistence and partnership
of different groups in one society, two
preconditions need to be fulfilled. Firstly,
the state has to provide legal and judicial
guarantees to its minorities, so that a just,
equitable and cohesive society can form.
And, secondly, there has to be a climate of
mutual trust and respect within a society. In
case this climate does not prevail naturally,
the government has to help creating it.

In 1949, the founders of the German
constitution, the “Basic Law’, transformed
what they considered the lessons of
Germany's criminal past during the Nazi
period into an unshakeable legal protection
of individual human rights. Our catalogue
of basic human rights is not only very
comprehensive. It does not only emphasize
individual freedoms and sets clear limits to
interference with these freedoms. The core
of these principles can also not be changed.
“The respect for the dignity of the human
being” - this very basic principle cannot be
amended by legislation without adopting
a new constitution, thus establishing an
extremely powerful and efficient protection.

Allow me to take a look at the Germany
of today. We Germans certainly do not
live in an ideal or perfect world. In spite
of our strong civil society, in spite of an
independent judiciary, in spite of a modern
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and democratic government and in spite
of a very comprehensive legal framework,
individual rights and minority rights are
being violated in my country, too. We
are faced with expressions and acts of
xenophobia, racism and anti-semitism. To
combat these phenomena it is important to
have a strong legal basis. But this in itself is
not sufficient.

Civil rights and additional minority rights
can only unfold their full protective umbrella
when their implementation is supervised
and guaranteed in practise, too. For that, an
independent judicial system with strong and
independent courts is key. However, without
a positive climate in society, this foundation
will remain shaky. The vision of a shared
society will only become constitutional
reality when society fills it with life.

An inclusive society is one where full equality
of different groups amounts to more than a
constitutional value. It needs to become
reality. In an inclusive society, people will not
only tolerate, but respect each other. In an
inclusive society, different groups will meet
each other and express mutual confidence.

From my diplomatic experience | have
learned that building confidence is not an
easy task. But without mutual confidence,
real partnership will not happen. Sometimes,
confidence is like an investment. One has
to invest confidence and then wait for the
reward. Without this leap of confidence,
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that hurt anyone? This is the attitude | believe
in. That national rights don't come at the
expense of another nation. On the contrary.
They combine to enrich us all. Just as | learn
Hebrew, so can Jews learn Arabic, starting in
the first grade. It is a national right. It enriches
us all. We should enjoy living with more than
one nation, more than one culture. It makes
me happy. It makes me learn. When we study
poets like Tchernichovsky, Rachel, Bialik - we
can only gain from it!

For my soul still yearns for freedom
I've not sold it for a calf of gold

For | shall yet have faith in mankind
In its spirit great and bold *

Did | lose anything? Why don't you learn
about Mahmoud Darwish, the universal
poet? Why don't you learn, just as we do?
Mostly, why don't | learn about my own
history? Why do | study about the Zionist
movement, and not about the Palestinian
resistance movement? Why won't they let
me? | know everything about the Palestinian
resistance movement! Why can't | teach
about Mahmoud Darwish, about Tawfiq
Ziad? | know all their poems by heart! But
through a window, not through the main
door of the Ministry of Education. Why not

think differently? In this time of globalization,
with Facebook and YouTube - we, the Arabs,
have access to everything. This can serve to
enrich us, not weaken us.

Since the establishment of the State of Israel,
700 new towns and settlements have been
built - all of them Jewish. Not one Arab
settlement in the Triangle or the Galilee.
Zero! So let us solve the problem. We are
not willing to fix a wrong by wronging other
people. That would be immoral, unethical.
But there is enough room for all of us! When
will | be able to say "my country", which is
something | cannot do now? | don't feel that
I can. When will | be able to do that?

When you recognize the Nakba, the
expropriation of lands in the 1950s, the Kafr
Qasim massacre, martial law... When you
say you are sorry - but that is not enough. A
wrong can be amended through partnership.
That is how we can build a shared society
that is democratic and equal, that can enrich
and enhance us all.

* Tchernichovsky's poem "l believe" was
translated from Hebrew by Vivian Eden.

National rights don’t come at the expense of another

nation. On the contrary. They combine to enrich us all.

It is a national right.
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is only the Jews who are both a religion and
a nation. It is enough to be half-fanatic here
and half-fanatic there to create something
terrible... At the same time, political Islam is
on therise. Friends, this isn't easy.

Nevertheless, we believe in those peoples.
We love those peoples. And we know we can
live together.

Therefore, we must talk about everything.
Among other things, due to the difficult
problem of mistrust. No more phases, no
more small, gradual steps. Instead, let us
talk about everything. When we do, we
create trust between us. No one is keeping
things hidden "behind their back". Rather,
everything is out in the open.

Israel used to feature a strong national,
security-oriented discourse. Following the
social protest, there is now a new discourse,
a social discourse. However, there is one
kind of discourse still missing. You, us, all of
us together should begin promoting the civil
discourse. There is the Sderot Conference,
which is social; the Caesarea Conference -
economic; and the Herzlia Conference -
National Security. One more yearly
conference is missing - the civil conference.
We must all get together, all the groups and
NGOs and strengthen the civil discourse. Let
us decide on it now.

You spoke of the Joint List of Arab Parties.
It was created because of an attempt to

exclude: Raising the electoral threshold
to make it difficult for the Arabs to pass it.
The Joint List represents the democratic
approach, as opposed to the racist approach.

| participated in the Ethiopian demonstration.
| found my old friend, Roy Folkman, there. |
was attacked from all sides. The Ethiopians'
demand for citizenship is based on the
national aspect: "We are Jews like you, so we
deserve citizenship and equality." And also
for military reasons: "We served in the IDF!
We deserve it! While you, Ayman... You aren't
Jewish, you didn't serve in the army... What
are you doing here?"

| want to be with all the disadvantaged,
anywhere. With the Ethiopians, with the
laid off workers in Dimona. | am saying this
from the standpoint of principle, but also
from a pragmatic standpoint. When the
police attack us, we want partners. If we,
the disadvantaged, each fight alone, those
discriminating against us can only benefit
from it. We want another approach, which
tells all the disadvantaged in the country:
"Let us look for what we have in common,
and fight together!"

We cannot talk only about civil equality.
We are a nation, not only citizens. Nations
deserve national rights and not only civil
rights. But this doesn't hurt anyone. It only
adds, enriches. The Arab language is an
official language here. And there are signs in
Arabic in Tel Aviv, not just in Nazareth. Does
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MK Ayman Odeh
Chair, Joint List

Greetings, and thank you for the invitation.

| am a great believer in our peoples. | believe
we are already living together, and we can
improve and become a democratic society
with equality for all.

| would like to bring several historic
examples. Just the other day | finished
reading the biography of Malcolm X. You
all have read about Martin Luther King, but
there was also Malcolm X. | think that the
distance between the USA of the 1960's
and the fact that an African-American is
now President of the United States is much
bigger than the distance between Jews and
Arabs today and where we will be 20 years
from now.

| also read about Paris during the Second
World War, a situation unparalleled in history.
| can imagine a conversation between a
member of the French Resistance and a
representative of the Reich, where one tells
the other that in seven years there is going
to be a common European market, where
France and Germany will both be members.
At the time, they would probably think the
speaker should have his head tested... but
it did happen!

| remember the time of Oslo, the beginning
of an imagined peace. | can remember the
spirit, the relations between Jews and Arabs
in Israel. My feeling, that this could all be
different. | still believe things can be different
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here. But it is not easy. And it goes beyond
government's policies. It goes deeper than
that.

There are a few things that are unique to the
conflict, to the relations (or lack thereof) of
Jews and Arabs. For example, that this land
is holy for all. Each rock has a meaning. This
situation is unparalleled anywhere else in the
world. Not in the conflict in Belgium, not in
the South of Tirol in Italy, not in Quebec and
not with the Native Americans. Here we have
two peoples who believe with all their might
that they were born here. That they are the
natives. There is a psychology to this. We are
so sensitive about the land, about home -
because we are natives.

And there is a majority here. The majority
should be generous, because it is the
majority. Yet, in some way, it feels like it is
a minority. Therefore, it is not so generous.
And we are the minority. A minority has to
compromise here and there, because it is a
minority. But somewhere in our hearts we do
not believe that we are a minority - and that
is another obstacle. Both peoples are proud,
very proud.

There is the people of the Book. The
Prophets. Nobel laureates. And the Arabs,
who ruled the world for 700 years, and
were the masters of civilization for longer
than the Roman Empire. There is so much
psychology that goes into that! | can further
add, regarding the religious question, that it



proper resources necessary to reduce these
unbearable numbers.

| see the need for gender equality in the
Arab sector. | am glad to have the privilege
to be able to attend to that. Arab women
are murdered every year and we must
place this phenomenon on our national
agenda, to realize it is intolerable and focus
on a solution. | wish Arab women would
take a bigger part in higher education in
Israel. In order to achieve that, we need to
allocate scholarships and facilitate public
transportation from places of residence to
academic institutions.

| have been hearing the outcry on the subject
of detailed building masterplans that must be
implemented in all Arab towns and villages,
in order to allow legal building and the
authorization of potentially legal structures.
There used to be government plans in the
past that allocated funds for this purpose,
and | intend to act in this direction, to speed
up a solution to the problem. | believe that
we have an opportunity now, as we have the

good will, the attention and the willingness
to allocate resource. The current government
has representation for equality and there is a
ministerial committee for the advancement of
the Arab sector, which is made up of senior
officials, so that we can provide a response to
all the problems at hand.

Let me add that my office is also in charge
of digital education. | believe that closing
the technological-digital gap in the Arab
population can lead to a true revolution.

I call upon each one of you here, if you have
ideas, they are most welcome. In order to
achieve full equality at the end of the road,
we must go through the processes. It is not
going to happen overnight, but we must see
the horizon. This horizon is translated into
programs and resources, and we are going
to follow the progress all the way to our goal.
| believe we can create a better future for the
State of Israel.

We have the ability to lead our country to become a more
just society, more correct and certainly more equal.

Minister Gila Gamliel - Minister for Gender and Minority Equality
and the Advancement of Youth and Pensioners
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Minister Gila Gamliel

Minister for Gender and Minority Equality and the Advancement of Youth and Pensioners

Good morning ladies and gentlemen, | am
glad to be here today. The subject of this
conference is very important. We do not
necessarily have to agree on everything,
but we can certainly agree that it is time for
a serious brainstorming in order to see how
we can all together create a joint vision in the
Land of Israel.

When the State of Israel was established, the
Declaration of Independence was the basis
for how we saw the future of the State, in
all aspects. Basic Laws and other legislation
followed, in order to establish equality for all
citizens. Unfortunately, there is still a huge
distance between the laws and their actual
implementation. We have the ability to lead
our country to become a more just society,
more correct and certainly more equal.

I am glad | was given the privilege to lead
the change in terms of equality in Israel. | am
a great believer in education - it all begins
in education. | see utmost importance
in promoting the idea of equality in
kindergartens and schools, and in the public
discourse in general.

As | took office | decided to create a long-term
strategic plan in order to promote all aspects
of equality - in the educational system, gender
equality, equality for senior citizens, and
certainly, for the younger population, which is
the strong, future leadership of the country, to
lead cooperation and a sense of equality.

| asked my strategic advisor to speak with
all Arab MKs, as well as with academic
authorities on the subject, and | will be happy
to hear any advice on who could participate
in the conversation so that we can create an
operative plan and move ahead on closing
the current gap. We can create something
different here, and it is important to let the
Arab population feel that they form part of
this creation.

All of this calls for financial resources. For
example, the educational system - it is
inconceivable that 30% of students in the

non-Jewish sector drop out of the system.
It is a badge of shame for us, something
we need not only condemn but also
translate into action, through a detailed
plan in the Ministry of Education, with the
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« Apolicy is required to encourage joint learning of some or most academic subjects, as part
of building partnership on the individual level as well as on the school level.

« All road signs must be written in both Hebrew and Arabic, in accordance with existing law.

«  We call for a policy change that will use the resource of native Arabic speakers as teachers
of Arabic in the educational system.

« Arabic has to be taught within its cultural-political context, including Arab writers and poets,
and not in a neutral manner. We must change the association of Arabic learning from fear
and hostility to an association of cultural exposure.

« The state must enforce the law of the obligatory study of Arabic in Junior High School, with

no exceptions.
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The Study of Arabic and Hebrew as an
Educational Tool for a Shared Society

In cooperation with The Abraham Fund Initiatives

Chair: Mr. Amnon Be'eri-Sulitzeanu, Co-Executive Director, Israel

Speakers: Ms. Hazar Masri-Hussein, Director of Education for Shared Life, Abraham Fund Initiatives

Dr. Yoni Mendel, Head of the Center for Jewish-Arab Relations at the Van Leer
Institute

Ms. May Arow, Teacher and national mentor for teaching Hebrew and Arabic as a
foreign language, partner in the development team of the program and teacher
trainer at the Yihiye Beseder Program at Givat Haviva

Recommendations on Education

There should be a strategic government decision to promote subjects of joint learning,
encounter programs, study of Hebrew/Arabic in both sectors - regardless of who is in the
government. This has to be an official state decision. The models exist; they just need to be
adopted.

We call for a change of concept and policy from instrumental learning (for security
objectives) to the integrative learning of Arabic (for connecting cultures, as well as the
acquaintance with pre 13th century Jewish culture).

We call for a change of perception: instead of regarding Arabic as an official language only
on paper, to a more practical expression of Arabic (for example, public servants should
be obligated to know both languages, proficiency in Arabic to become a condition for
application to the public service or for university admission, etc.)

Aspire to a model of joint, equable curriculum in all bilingual schools. Most of the children
in Israel should attend such common schools.

Every Jewish child should study Arabic and grow up as a speaker of Arabic, so that s/he can
speak with and get to know the other.

Every Arab child should be proficient in Hebrew, in order to succeed in the job market.
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Continue investing in raising the percentage of Arab women who enter the employment
circle, including a change of awareness among traditional women.

Enhance the scope of employment possibilities for Arab women, who mostly work in the
public sector, and create more options for quality employment.

Retraining Arab men for less physical jobs will postpone the age of retirement and resultin
less collection of disability benefits.

Encourage variation in employment of Israeli Arabs, according to the needs of the economy.

Civil society and fundraising of international funds play an important part in speeding up
the process of switching to quality employment.

In addition to the third sector, strengthen the private business sector in the Arab society.
Take the leadership, enter into partnerships, start large companies, etc.

It is very important to reduce the number of youth going out to work in order to support
their families, and to encourage them to acquire an education and a profession instead.

Help those acquiring academic professions to find work in their line of specialization.

Set a goal of 5% growth in the next decade, at the rate of 0.5% a year; 3% of it will come from
Arabs joining the employment circle, especially women - an addition of 160,000 people.

Itis important to channel funds to education and build more classrooms in the Arab sector.
Encourage Arabs to move to urban centers (currently only 12% of Israeli Arabs live in cities).

Advance legislation that will force large companies who wish to participate in state-run
tenders to have a minimum percentage of Arab employees.

Formulate policy that sets a quota for women in any initiative related to employment in
Arab society.

The state has to provide incentives to Jewish municipal authorities in the form of investment
in infrastructure relative to their incorporation of Arab authorities in infrastructure projects.

Government intervention in professional training, development budgets, and infrastructure.
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Employment in Shared Society
In cooperation with Na’amat and the Histadrut
I —

Moderator: Yael Maayan, Co-Director of education department, Givat Haviva

Chair: Ms. Orly Bitty, member of the board, Na'amat

Mr. Farouk Amrur, Chairman of the Beit Berl Jewish-Arab Institute of the Histadrut

Speakers: Dr. Nitsa Kasir, Head of Employment and Policy at the Bank of Israel
Dr. Danny Geyra, Director of Master Plan for Closing the Gap between Jews and Arabs
Dr. Ramzi Halabi, Senior Advisor to the Local Government and Chair of Tsofen
Association

Recommendations on Employment
« View the employment problem in the Arab sector as an all-Israeli problem.

« Base the discussion of closing gaps on economic analysis. Israeli society must recognize
that economic gaps and discrimination are slowing down growth and hurting it. We must
realize that society at large pays the price for these gaps, rather than basing the discussion
on the civil-moral argument ("we don't discriminate against Arabs"). It is important to realize
that gaps need to be reduced in order to promote growth, and that this can be measured
by employment rates.

+ Raise the income level of Israeli Arabs; the income gap between Jews and Arabs must be
reduced by a half.

+ Setagoal of 75,000 new Arab workers with an income level that is significantly higher than
minimum wages, in specific areas.

» Create more unions of Arab workers, which will lead to labor agreements, collective
agreements, opening up possibilities in the job market, and higher quality jobs.

« Invest in creating more opportunities for quality employment (such as high-tech) among
Israeli Arabs.
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It is important to have people consider the price of not participating in problem solving
through dialogue.

Work within Arab society to reinforce the belief that such processes may succeed and bring
about change. Build up the determination and patience necessary for such processes, in
order to create the desired integration and a more cohesive Israeli society.

Strengthen and nurture democratization processes and community engagement in Arab
society. Establish public participation process, have numerous circles, create continuity for
groups working together. It is important to develop these tools and skills, establish the
processes, and create continuity.

It is important to nurture the ability to participate in deliberation processes of the two
groups even when a topic is important to only one of the sides, and not only around
common interests.

Itis important to establish these as continuing processes and not only as ad-hoc processes.
Continuity and perseverance will lead to a deep transformation in the perception of change
and a belief in people's ability to influence the course of events.

Deliberation processes are also important in order to foster a better acquaintance with the other
culture, which is the basis for making progress in other areas as well (economy, society, tourism, etc.).

Itis important to make use of public participation processes in order to close the trust gap
between society and the establishment.

It is important to use round tables of municipality mayors and public representatives
from neighboring towns to get to know each other better, to become familiar with the
obstructions in each sector, and in order to close gaps. This will help to develop the economic
system and the social system and to develop tourism, as well as common employment.

Itis important to reinforce public deliberation processes in the Knesset as well, and increase
Arab representation in the various committees.

The Arab sector has been opposed to participation due to years of discrimination. We call
for the advancement of cooperative organizational culture (transparency, information
sharing, involvement) and containing regional space around issues of regional economic
development, social development and quality of life, to influence decision makers.

Use deliberative processes in order to empower grassroots civil groups that will influence
decision makers from the ground up and promote quality of life topics such as regional
economic development, social development, etc.
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Shared Life in Sustainable Democracy

In cooperation with The Citizen's Accord Forum
between Jews & Arabs in Israel
]

Moderator: Dr. Michael Mero, Journalist, Kol Israel

Chair: Udi Cohen, Co-executive Director, Citizens Accord Forum between Jews and Arabs in Israel

Speakers: Dr. Ahmad Higazi, Executive Director, Shfar'am Water Corporation, lecturer at

Haifa University and expert on public participation process

MK Tamar Zandberg, Meretz

Dr. Edith Manosevitch, expert on public participation process, Netanya Academic
College

Mr. Sami Lahiani, Head of the Economic Development Department of the
Authority for the Economic Development of Arab, Druze, and Circassian Sectors at
the Prime Minister's Office

Recommendations for Building a Sustainable Democracy

Itis very important to strengthen the public sphere, the effort to participate in a dialogue of
all the groups together. To define the common good, thus building a sustainable democracy
and forging a shared fabric of life. It is important that we do that so we do not wear out the
concept of "shared life" and empty it from contents, as was the case with "co-existence".

All the citizens have to be part of the discussion on the essential questions we all share (old
age, welfare...) and find the way, together. Through the success in these areas we could
move ahead also with the difficult questions regarding the conflict (land, etc.)

Adopt a practical-applicable approach, a combination of theory and action, through
experimenting with deliberation processes and strengthening deliberation norms. Promote
and strengthen norms of dialogue, deliberation and attention, to move processes that
lead to the joint solution of problems, by bringing together a varied public, not necessarily
familiar and experienced in discussions on common interests and practical issues, and help
them reach solutions.

Use digital platforms as well as face-to-face platforms.

Itis important to develop curricula, a value-based educational program for strengthening
these norms, and introduce the teaching of dialogue skills instead of debate skills and
techniques. .
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role in raising the various needs of the citizens to the first sector, initiating citizen
participation, and connecting associations that raise awareness to social needs and act for
social change.

Build a large center for civil society in every region. The center will unite all the associations
and organization working together in a common dialogue.

It is important to develop a Jewish and Arab leadership that will be committed to the
development of shared regional spaces and joint settlements.

Encourage the establishment of bi-national settlements. We must break the paradigm that
we are speaking of separate settlements within a common area.

Itis important to make sure that mayors and high officials on the municipal level are really
committed to the idea of a shared society, and not only as slogans...

Itis important to see actual results in the field, for the welfare of the residents.

Itis important to allow the expansion of the jurisdiction of Arab councils at the expense of
the areas of neighboring Jewish councils. A first step would be those areas that are privately
owned by Arabs but are located within the jurisdiction of the Jewish municipal councils.

We call for an emphasis on environmental projects; Arab settlements seem to have a
problem in the area of environment protection and development.

It is important to reinforce the sense of belonging within the Arab settlements and

population.
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Municipal Equality in Shared Society

In cooperation with Shatil

Chair and Moderator: Dror Eytan, organizational consultant and coordinator of the Galil

Beyachad program, for shared society in the Galilee, Shatil

Speakers: Prof. Asad Ganim, Haifa University

Ms. Ronit Ovadia, Director, Beit HaKerem Valley Cluster, JDC
MK Roy Folkman, Chair, Kulanu

Mr. Salim Salibi, head of municipality Majd al-Krum

Recommendations for Action on the Municipal Level

Reinforce work on the municipal level, as it holds a significant potential for change.

Make brave decisions for creating and developing infrastructure in the Arab sector and in
the inter-sectorial field. More significant budget is necessary for municipal projects in the
Arab sector. There is need for government support for municipal projects, in the Arab sector
as well as inter-sectorial projects.

Continue to foster the regional concept, and create regions that include several municipal
councils, or a cluster, for joint regional-economic development. We call for the development
of regional bodies that have statutory authority to put an end to the zero sum game
between the Jewish and Arab councils.

It is important to develop transportation facilities, housing, and hard infrastructure.
Develop professionalism and executive capacities of Arab municipalities.

Arab mayors and chiefs of municipal councils must understand their role as economic-social
entrepreneurs and their responsibility for pushing and executing local projects, establishing
economic companies, associations for the promotion of tourism and commerce, etc.

Jewish and Arab municipalities must locate and unite around common interests (joint
services for residents that improve the quality of life and reduce gaps, joint economic
development, etc.).

Itis important to empower civil society/third sector organizations - they play an important
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community and civil service, and caring for
the public interest.

Ladies and Gentlemen: The task of building
trust between the Jewish and Arab publics
is not a task of "the Left" or of any particular
political camp. It is the task of anyone who
holds this country dear. We cannot let one
camp take ownership on this task and dictate
its way and its language; similarly, we cannot
let the other camp shake off responsibility.

The fact that this subject has become
identified with a particular political camp,
both on the Jewish and on the Arab side, is
tragic. Building trust between Jews and Arabs
in the State of Israel and in the Land of Israel
is key to our existence here, to our fate and
our future. Those who are truly interested in
moving change cannot entrench themselves
in accusations, in guilt feelings or in self-
righteousness. The situation of Jewish-Arab
relations in the State of Israel and between
the Jordan River and the Sea cannot be
blamed on one party alone. What we have
here are two peoples who have been
focusing too much on the past and too little
on the future; too much on their sense of
justice, and too little on understanding the
narrative of the other side; too much on the
false expectation that the other side will
disappear, and too little on realizing that
both sides are here to stay; too much on pain,
loss and memory, and too little on hope and
on the joy of mutual discovery.

Wailing, self-flagellation and international
courts cannot break through the gates of the
hearts on both sides. And without a majority
on both sides, without the recruitment of
new, diverse forces from the mainstream of
both societies, we will not break through.

The treatment of Jewish-Arab relations must
be brought into the mainstream - conscious,
political, public and media mainstream.
Anything less than that is simply negligence
and irresponsibility for our future and the
future of our children.

| did not come here today to receive an
award or an honor. Our life mission of
establishing partnership between us has
not been completed, and | do not deem it
appropriate to receive an award for a task
that is still before us in all its gravity.

As a lover of the Land of Israel in its entirety,
I will continue saying what | said here today,
from every stage and everywhere - in Givat
Haviva and in Ariel, in Kafr Qasim and in
Hebron, so long as it can get us closer to
our goal. We know very well that the steps
that were outlined here today, including my
remarks, are only the beginning of a long
road. Nevertheless, if we want our children
in the future to draw together maps of
vision and hope, we know that we must
start walking, and that we are not doomed
but fated to walk this road together.

Bless you all.
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is not a collection of eclectic individuals.
Just as the Jews are not required to give up
their past and their heritage, they will have
to recognize that the Arab public is part and
parcel of this country, a cohesive public with
a collective identity and culture. Similarly,
and despite threat and fear: Opposition to
Zionism or to the Jewish people should not
define Palestinian awareness and history.

When we look for basic trust-forming steps
between Jews and Arabs we must cultivate
the positive identity of each party, and from
it stretch out our hand to the narrative and
culture of the other party. This outstretched
hand is expressed first by the language. The
Hebrew language must be learned well by
the Arab public; but it is time that the Arabic
language, yes, the spoken dialect, too, is
learned by the Jewish public. Language is
the path that goes from the ear to the heart.

Friends: We should have already started on
the practical, economic and social route. It
is no secret that the establishment of trust
between the Arab and the Jewish pubic,
and between it and the State of Israel, calls
for bravely addressing and closing the huge
gap in budgets, in infrastructure and in land.
Equal access to resources, to possibilities
and opportunities in the work market is an
essential condition for trust, just as it is the
elementary obligation of a democratic state
to its citizens. The new government is now
facing the opportunity to make a significant
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move towards establishing mutual trust,
and | hope it follows that direction. After
67 years in which no Arab city or town have
been built, it is time to take significant steps
towards the establishment of a new Arab
town, the first in Israel. Government decision
No. 3810 on the subject was accepted in July
2008. The National Committee on Planning
and Construction authorized the planning
and building procedures last year. | hope
and believe that towards the year 2020 this
new city will be on the ground and not only
on the map.

Friends: Trust-building steps cannot be
unilateral, of course. The Arab public is also
required to take such steps towards the
Jewish public and the State of Israel. There
isn't, and there shouldn't be, an expectation
on the part of the Jewish public for Arabs
to sing the national anthem with shining
eyes; but there is a justified and obvious
expectation to accept the rules of the civil
and democratic game, to be committed to it
and to wish to take a significant part in it for
the benefit of the larger Israeli society. Thus,
the Jewish public in Israel expects, and will
continue to expect, a clear denunciation of
those individuals within the Arab public who
team up with our worst enemies and wish to
undermine Israel's right to exist; the Jewish
public in Israel expects, and will continue
to expect the Arab public to demonstrate a
sense of support and solidarity, in the form of



unfortunately, in a different form and to a
different degree, inside the State of Israel,
among citizens of Israel, children of the
Jewish people and children of the Palestinian
people. This realization is painful, yes, but it
is essential, | believe, if we truly aim at the
establishment of understanding, trust and
partnership between us.

Friends: The sobering reality of existence
here must stand before us as we try to
outline a shared vision. If we are not attuned
to our basic, elementary sense of threat and
fear of each other, we will never be able to
overcome it. Fear will have the upper hand,
only because it is, sadly, much more real
than hope. As is the case with other complex
conflicts, our major challenge in the Jewish-
Arab conflict within the State of Israel is to
establish mutual trust. The roadmap for
establishing such trust includes steps in the
symbolic realm, in the realm of identity and
culture, as well as practical, economic and
social steps. First, on the identity and cultural
level - both parties have to realize and accept
that positive identity, a connection to history,
a sense of belonging to a people, a culture
and a heritage, do not constitute a threat.
On the contrary. Despite the tension and
the challenge, they are the essential base
for the ability to accept and understand the
identity of the other party. Let me share a
secret with you. My father wanted to have
a Koran Contest for Arabs, like the Jewish

Bible Contest. He knew and realized that a
partnership between us cannot be based
on the blurring of identities. All of us, Jews
and Palestinians, are proud of the honor
and importance we attribute to the chain
of generations, to the spiritual assets we
inherited from our ancestors, and to our
connection to our land. We cannot and
do not want to give it up. Any attempt to
achieve change through the demand, or the
expectation, of one side from the other to
give up its past and its identity, is doomed to
fail: Not only because it is not moral, but also
because it is not effective. We see now how
the European approach of disconnecting
youth from their identity pushes them into
the arms of radical terrorist organizations, in
a desperate search for identity and meaning.
| was brought up on the notion that only
a person who has a clear idea of where
he comes from will be able to find within
himself or herself the capacity to contain
the Other. This is because such a person's
connection to his or her identity is based on
deep linkage and love, and is not defined by
hatred or objection to another; hence they
do not feel threatened. Contrary to what the
French philosopher Jean Paul Sartre claimed,
a Jew is not one who is persecuted. Similarly,
a Palestinian is not one who persecutes or
is persecuted by the Zionists or the Jews.
Therefore, despite the threat and the fear, the
Jewish public in Israel will have to internalize
and recognize the fact that the Arab public
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Honorable Reuven (Ruvi) Rivlin

President of the State of Israel
]

Ladies and Gentlemen,

This conference is dedicated to the
formulation of a draft vision for Israeli society,
for the shared life of Arabs and Jews. Before |
directly address the topic of the conference,
let me say this: The challenge of shared life,
which | prefer to refer to as the challenge of
establishing partnership in Israeli society, is
not limited to Jewish-Arab relations. When
we look at first graders today, we realize
that Israeli society is made up of four major
"tribes", which are becoming more similar in
size: Secular Jews, national-religious Jews,
Ultra-orthodox Jews, and Arabs. Each of
these groups has a different cultural ethos, a
different identity, and sometimes a different
national ethos. This is most clearly reflected
in the existence of four separate, different
streams in the Israeli educational system.
This social reality is a kind of "new Israeli
order". It is a reality where majority and
minority no longer exist, in the usual sense of
a large national public with minorities living
alongside it. Therefore, it is important to say
that the vision of partnership that Israeli
society needs today is one that is concerned
with the shaping of a civil language, with
building a common market and with forming
a "common Israeliness": Not only for the boy
from Tel Aviv and the girl from Kafr Quasim;
rather, for those two, together with the boy
from Bnei Brak and the girl from Beit El. This
is the full vision and the Israeli hope we need.
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Ladies and Gentlemen: A short while ago |
met two children, an Arab and a Jew, and |
asked them to draw a map. The maps were
similar, almost identical, drawn in childish
lines with a Sea of Galilee that is too big and
a Negev too small... And yet, something
was different. While one drew the Land of
Israel, the other one drew Palestine. When |
saw the drawings, | remembered something
that poet Mahmoud Darwish had one said
about his colleague, Yehuda Amichai. He
said: "He is a challenge for me. Because he
writes about the same place. He wants to use
the landscape and history for his personal
benefit, using my destroyed identity. So there
is a competition between us: Who owns the
language in this land? Who loves it more?
Who writes better about it?"

Thus spoke Mahmoud Darwish, with his
sharp, painful, hurtful tongue. These words
of Darwish may be the most profound
expression of the harsh feeling between
us, Jews and Arabs, a zero sum game
of identities, of national narratives. My
independence is your Nagba. You construct
your identity as a negative of my identity,
and | construct my identity as a negative of
yours. This basic, fundamental experience is
at the basis of the conflict, which has long
become the Israeli-Palestinian tragedy. And
one must be honest: This conflict takes
place between the State of Israel and her
Palestinian neighbors, but it also exists,



important is to begin the conversation on
a joint vision. It may take us several years
before we reach the formula that would win
the voices of the majority of Jewish citizens
and the majority of Arab citizens in this
country. We have to get started.

Mutual trust between the parties has to be
constructed at the beginning of the process.
It will be followed by providing tools for
supporting the effort of building a shared
society: Civics education, bi-lingual education,
teaching narratives, and negotiation and
conflict-resolution skills so that we do not
stumble and fall along the path.

We then must arrive at a civil consensus that
will turn Israel into a normal state, which
recognizes all of its civil elements. Then we
would need the kind of leadership that has
enough courage to start implementing a
joint vision, and yield success stories.

We have already started implementing
some of these ideas. We should not wait.

We must build trust among citizens, as all
Jewish and Arab citizens and children are
entitled to positive experiences, which will
shape their positive opinions of the other.
The future leadership will grow among
these children. However, we cannot place all
the responsibility on their young shoulders.
The responsibility is on our generation. The
leadership that will shape the future must
start with us.

Together with my colleagues who are
active in the field of shared society, we have
initiated dozens of projects that prove that
this can work. But all the organizations
combined barely reach five percent of the
population. We only touch five percent of
our target audience - and that is not enough.

Your joining our efforts can strengthen and
empower the field. Your positive approach
can enhance this much-needed activity.

I thank you again for your visit, and for your
willingness to begin the dialogue.

In a shared society, all citizens must be considered legitimate,
not only regarding their right to live in this land, but also
regarding their rights for power sharing and decision making.

Mr. Mohammad Darawshe, Director of Strategic Planning,
Equality and Shared Society, Givat Haviva
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Mohammad Darawshe

Director of Planning, Equality & Shared Society

Honorable President of Israel, Mr. Reuven
Rubi Rivlin, Mrs. Nechama Rivlin, Knesset
members, mayors, distinguished guests, dear
colleagues:

You have often mentioned that you are a
disciple of Jabotinsky. | am not one of his
followers, but when | looked at things he said
in 1939, | found two interesting quotes:

1. "l do not believe that the constitution
of any state ought to include special
paragraphs explicitly guaranteeing its
'national’ character... It would be better
for the constitution if there were fewer of
those kinds of paragraphs.”

2. "If we were to have a Jewish majority in
Eretz Israel, then first of all, we would
create here a situation of total, absolute,
and complete equal rights, with no
exceptions: whether Jew or Arab...
there is no difference before the law; all
paths are open before him. ... Complete
equal rights would be granted not only
to citizens as individuals but also to
languages and nations... equal rights

for all Arab citizens will not only be

guaranteed, they will also be fulfilled."

Mr. President, distinguished audience,

The development of a joint vision for a
shared society for Jews and Arabs in the
State of Israel is not an easy task. The term
"shared society" indicates the maturing of
approaches that have become obsolete.
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The common term used to be "coexistence’,
which involved an inherent inequality. MK
Ahmad Tibi used the analogy of the horse
and the rider. Sadly, this does not reflect a
beautiful synergy and coexistence between
the two. The problem is that at the end of the
ride, the horse is led to the stable, to eat hay,
and the horseman goes into his castle, and
dines on steak... That is what coexistence
encounters looked like for many years, during
which the Jewish master was kind enough
to "dismount’, touch the discriminated Arab,
caress him and even say some conciliatory
words, and then return to the separate and
unequal reality.

Over time, the Jewish-Arab relationship has
matured, and we moved on to a discourse
of partnership and common interests, and a
dialogue on socio-economic equality in the
unequal political reality.

Mr. President: Today, | and my fellow activists
in the Jewish-Arab field say that we must
talk of a shared society that mostly consists
of a class and political equality. It should
be emphasized that in a shared society, all
citizens must be considered legitimate, not
only regarding their right to live in this land,
but also regarding their rights for power
sharing and decision making.

During the day, we heard ideas on building
a shared society. You will probably disagree
with some of them, and | will probably
disagree with some of them, but what is
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also the deeper insights of various experts. It
is a draft, yet it is groundbreaking!

For the first time since the onset of the
modern national conflict over this land,
there is a proposal for a joint vision for both
national groups, constructed together, by
Arabs and Jews. It is a vision that presents the
picture of a common future that may be the
beacon of hope that is so deeply missed here.

Friends, it is time to begin to lay down the
tracks for our future shared society. The
tracks that go through the learning of Arabic
by Jews and of Hebrew by Arabs. Through
dialogue and joint learning, through

common economic ventures, through
partnership in the workplace, through the
playground and the park that everyone will
be sharing, through the knowledge and love
of the other culture, through zero tolerance
for racism and violence.

Friends, do not say, "The day will come" - let
us bring that day!

Let us work together to make this harsh soil
grow new flowers, flowers that could not
grow here in the past century. The time has
comel!

The time has come for us to roll up our sleeves and begin
working on the alternative: The common dwelling place,
where everybody feels at home, where all citizens respect
each other, are tolerant, can embrace differences and
share responsibility. A home where everybody feels a
sense of belonging and of ownership.

Mr. Yaniv Sagee, Executive Director, Givat Haviva
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quickly. For the sake of our future, of our
children!

It is time to build the infrastructures for the
alternative: To change conceptions. To break
out of the fences that close us up as separate
tribes. It is time to build a deep partnership
between the two national groups that share
this land. A partnership between those
who define themselves as Jewish-Zionist
and those who define themselves as Arab-
Palestinian. Both are citizens of the State of
Israel.

Such a partnership has no home today and
no vision for the future. We see each other
from afar. We are "transparent" for each other,
angry and pained. Scarred by the wrongs we
have wrought upon each other, we cannot
forget and we cannot forgive. We are full of
our own narratives of the past that separate
us, and refuse to construct our joint story for
the future.

We gather here because we are not going
to let despair have the upper hand. We are
people of hope, and we are committed to
the future.

The time has come for us to roll up our
sleeves and begin working on the alternative:
The common dwelling place, where
everybody feels at home, where all citizens
respect each other, are tolerant, can embrace
differences and share responsibility. A home
where everybody feels a sense of belonging

and of ownership.

Such a society will not be afraid of national
differences. On the contrary, it will be able
to recognize the economic, social, cultural
and even political potential that is inherent
in national variation.

Yes, it is possible!

Here in Israel there will be a state that
maintains an egalitarian policy towards all
its citizens; that will stop discrimination and
mend historic wrongs, without creating new
ones.

An egalitarian, pluralistic society will rise here
in Israel when we stop yielding to fear and
make room for a politics of hope.

This message will come from the bottom
up. It still has no political home; this still is
not the language of the government. But it
is becoming clearer in the minds of many
citizens; it is taking root in the hearts of Jews
and Arabs alike, and it's time to start making
it real!

Over the past two years, | have had the
privilege to belong to the pioneer group of
groundbreakers from the two nations who
formulated a draft for a joint vision. This is
the Ridgefield Group. It is a draft, for we do
not pretend to know it all, for we believe in
the wisdom of the masses, who will chew on
our joint vision, discuss it, change it, put it in
conversation. It is a draft, because it requires
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Yaniv Sagee

Executive Director, Givat Haviva

Welcome to the Third Givat Haviva
Conference on Building a Shared Society in
Israel. Givat Haviva was founded 66 years
ago. The first center for the partnership of
Jews and Arabs was established here more
than half a century ago.

It was founded by pioneers and
groundbreakers. Many of our graduates
are out in the field, leading organizations,
heading municipalities, working as
educators, active in the public sector and in
the political sphere. And yet, reality seems to
interfere with our vision and push it back...

It was exactly a year ago that we concluded
our second conference on partnerships
among the three sectors by forming
strategies for the development of a shared
society. We were ready to go out to meet
with government ministers and present the
conference recommendations, when the
bloody cycle of last summer broke out.

The war broke out, many were killed, and
a wave of racism overtook our country.
The difficult summer was reflected in the
recent elections and in the forming of the
new government. A government that
corresponds with the fears, the alienation,
the exclusion and hatred that have grown
between the Jewish-Zionist majority and the
Arab-Palestinian minority that share this land.

What future can we look forward to, if we,
the two nations that share this land, continue
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to plow this deep furrow of hatred, fear
and mutual ignorance? Fear gives rise to
racism, and from there it is only a short way
to violent conflict and the complete loss of
Israel's democratic character.

It is almost impossible to remember that it
hasn't always been this way: That Menachem
Begin led the peace process with our biggest
enemy, Egypt; that in the time of Rabin's
government, exactly 20 years ago, there were
peace treaties signed with Jordan and the
Palestinians, and wide bridges of Jewish-Arab
partnership were built inside this country.

It is hard to remember that in Israel's
Declaration of Independence there is a deep
and meaningful link between the historical
connection of the Jewish People to the Land
of Israel, where it had returned to build its
national homeland, and the commitment to
build here a common home that is based on
full equality and deep partnership with the
Palestinian inhabitants of the land.

What a tremendous distance between the
founding vision of the State of Israel, as it is
reflected in the Declaration of Independence,
and the reality of our life today!

Time and again, we go out to fight
yesterday's wars, when we don't even have
the illusion that we can win them, only
continue to survive. How long is this going
togoon?

Israel of 2015 must "recalculate route", and
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The treatment of Jewish-Arab relations must be brought
into the mainstream - conscious, political, public and
media mainstream. Anything less than that is simply
negligence and irresponsibility for our future and the
future of our children.

Honorable Reuven (Ruvi) Rivlin, President of the State of Israel
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