ISRAEL OFFICE

Schlaglicht Israel Nr. 21/22
Aktuelles aus israelischen Tageszeitungen
1.-16. Dezember

Die Themen dieser Ausgabe

1. Rechter denn je — Netanyahus neues Biindnis nimmt FOrm an................cccooviininncnnceeseeeees 1
2.  Wachsende Sorge um Demokratie und Rechtstaatlichkeit ................c..cccocoorinininiinin e 4
3. Auf Konfrontationskurs mit der DIaSPpora.............cccocceiiiiiiiciniicicn e s 5
4, MedieNqUEISCRNILL.............ccooiriee et 8
1. Rechter denn je - Netanyahus neues hoping to catch the soldiers on camera

Biindnis nimmt Form an (...). Soldiers, however, should know better, and
Zehn Tage  Fristverldngerung  fiir ~ die must act better. When they don't, they need to be

Regierungsbildung gewéhrte Israels Staatsprésident
Yizhak Herzog dem designierten
Ministerprésidenten Benjamin Netanyahu. In den
vorgesehenen  vier ~ Wochen  nach  der
Parlamentswahl am 1. November erreichte
Netanyahu eine grundsétzliche Einigung mit den
beiden ultra-orthodoxen Knesset-Parteien sowie
dem Biindnis der beiden offen faschistisch
auftretenden Politiker Itamar Ben-Gvir und Bezalel
Smotrich. Der mehrfach vorbestrafte Ben-Gvir soll
Minister fiir Nationale Sicherheit werden und damit
auch die Kontrolle (ber die Polizei gewinnen.
Smotrich bekommt das Finanzministerium, das ihm
weitreichende Befugnisse gibt, mit denen er den
Siedlungsbau im besetzten Paléstinensergebiet
vorantreiben kann. Netanyahu stimmte auch der
Ernennung des homophoben Abgeordneten Avi
Maoz zum stellvertretenden Minister fiir "jiidische
Identitat" zu, einer neuen Behdrde, die unter
anderem fir Bildungsprogramme zusténdig sein
soll. Kritiker_innen fiirchten um die demokratischen
Grundlagen des Staates und warnen vor einer
weiteren Zuspitzung der Gewalt im Konflikt mit den
Paléstinensern.

IDF and Israeli politics are a dangerous mix
(...) every week far-left agitators go to Hebron and
deliberately provoke the soldiers doing their duty,

punished. And when they are punished, the political
echelon needs to give the army full backing, not
second-guess those in charge. Ben-Gvir's public
disagreement with Kohavi — the two butted heads
(..) over the 10-day jail sentence - is inappropriate,
to say the least. The last thing Israel's enemies need
to see is the IDF General Staff fighting with the polit-
ical echelon. Equally unseemly, however, was Net-
anyahu’s silence — until he wrote his nine-word Fa-
cebook post — and that of the man likely to be his
defense minister, Yoav Gallant. They both needed to
speak out immediately, and firmly, against political
interference in the IDF. (...) Ben-Gvir is already
interfering in the IDF’s decision-making process. If
that is how he behaves before receiving a ministerial
appointment, what can the country expect once he
is sworn in? (...) Netanyahu needs to let Ben-Gvir
know in no uncertain terms that there are redlines
that, if crossed, could have tragic consequences for
the country. The mixing of politics and the army is
one of those redlines.

Editorial, JPO, 01.12.22

Israel will be replaced by a halachic state

The emerging coalition agreements will damage the
standing of the legal system, erode women’s and
LGBTAQ rights, undermine the war against the dele-
gitimization of Israel, harm the country’s relations
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with the Diaspora, among other things by changing
the Law of Return, while the agreements also in-
clude a plethora of dangerous, misogynist demands
that will set us back light years from the path envi-
sioned by the visionary seer of the State of Israel,
Theodor Herzl. The religious priests that Herzl
sought to leave in their temple are the ones who are
running the coalition negotiations, and when a coali-
tion is formed it will be they who chart Israel’s new
path. The reality being dictated is one where a Zion-
ist democratic state will be replaced by a halachic
state. The first to appear on the political field was
Religious Zionist Party chairman Bezalel Smotrich,
who protested in a letter to the chairman of the Isra-
el Football Association the fact that games are held
on the Sabbath.ontroversy, and with it, the new
political era. (...) Of course, the story is not about
soccer, but rather, the character of the State of Israel
and the future of its residents — all of us. (...) In an
era in which it is permissible to rewrite history and to
forget where we came from and where we are
headed, it is also possible to change course and to
change the existing political structure. (...) Chief
Rabbi Yitzhak Yosef has demanded that coalition
negotiations include a clause that overrides the
rulings of the Supreme Court, and an increase in
budgets for yeshiva students (...). Add to this the
dangerous vision of Rabbi Zvi Thau, one of the
spiritual leaders of the Noam faction of the Religious
Zionist list, which has already closed a deal with
Netanyahu that will make Noam leader Avi Maoz a
deputy minister in the Prime Minister’s Office where
he will be able to exercise his master’s vision. (...)
Religious priests are those who manage our lives,
and the above is just a partial list of recent exam-
ples. (...) Add to this the demand for gender separa-
tion in public events paid for by the taxpayer (...) and
the misogynistic remarks made by Maoz and his
friends, as well as comments on the LGBTQ com-
munity, female IDF service, changes in the content
taught at schools, and the call to cancel the gender
adviser position to the IDF chief of staff (...). A full
right-wing government? Far from it. (...) The incom-
ing government could change the face of the State
of Israel. There will be no more checks and balanc-
es, and the vision of a Zionist state will slip away
into the distance. (...)

Sharon Roffe Ofir, JPO, 05.12.22

As tensions grow, all eyes are on the Temple
Mount

As preparations accelerate for the establishment of
a new lsraeli government, many eyes (...) are turned

to the Temple Mount. This religiously sensitive site
with its explosive potential appears to pose a major
test for the new government and warning sirens are
being sounded even before the government has
been formed. (...) Jordanian officials have been
warning that an attempt by the new government to
change the status quo at the site and allow provoca-
tive actions by Ben-Gvir as a future minister of na-
tional security, could threaten peaceful relations with
Jordan and inflame the entire region. (...) a perma-
nent framework of dialogue, coordination and coop-
eration on this most sensitive and volatile issue {...)
would enable a constant channel of communica-
tions, serve as a tool for message and information
exchanges and confidence building measures, pro-
moting coordination and preparations for times of
crisis, and agreed moves to calm tensions and re-
store order. (...) The combination of recent and
increasing instability in the West Bank, the tensions
in eastern Jerusalem and the fears of extreme and
dangerous policies promoted by some members of
the new government create a particularly volatile mix
and any unusual incident on the Temple Mount
could trigger a flare-up. This state of play under-
scores the critical importance of preventing escala-
tion at this sensitive site and instituting permanent
and effective coordination and dialogue mechanisms
between all parties involved.

Lior Lehrs, JPO, 05.12.22

Israel will pay for far-right's realization of the
annexation dream

Smotrich and Ben-Gvir's policies will likely throw
legitimacy of Israel's rule in the West Bank into fur-
ther dispute, threatening international cooperation,
which is a corner stone of our security. (...) Israel's
blooming relations with parts of the Arab World, and
the legal position of the international community, that
considers the West Bank under a temporary military
occupation, will be compromised. The designated
ministers in the incoming Netanyahu coalition,
Bezalel Smotrich and Itamar Ben-Gvir, have been
dedicating their efforts towards annexation of the
West Bank, for religious reasons. Most of their lives,
the two gentlemen had been in conflict, with Israeli
security services and law enforcement and they will
now, be overseers of both. (...) The two incoming
ministers, will serve the interests of the Jewish set-
tlers, including annexation of 60% of the territory
defined as area C, legalize the illegal activities of
settlers there, and impose a heavy-handed policy
towards the Palestinian population.



Such a reality will bring about a slow demise of the
PA, because it is unlikely to agree to continue its
counter terror activity, in the service of people pro-
moting annexation, as opposed to their work with
security services, whom they consider a legitimate
partner in such matters. (...) the distance to a wider
conflict will be short, requiring the IDF to deal with
the complex reality on the ground, while it is needed
in other arenas such as the threat from Iran. {...)
Amos Gilad, YED, 07.12.22

Netanyahu, Alone, Is the Source of Evil

(...) Israel is becoming more and more a Third World
country not because Ben-Gvir emerged from the
ruins and forced his views on Israel. Neither Smo-
trich or Ben-Gvir stood across from the courthouse,
taunted the rule of law and made false accusations
about the motives of the prosecution. Netanyahu did
this, surrounded by his coterie of submissive eu-
nuchs. These “angels of destruction” are not the
ones who conducted the campaign to eliminate the
Knesset's sovereign role. (...) Opinion polls say the
Israeli legal system has lost the public’s trust in
recent years. (...) Netanyahu is the one who dam-
aged it, in his attempts to put an end to his trial and
indictments, and he is the one who went to war
against the prosecutors and judges. (...) It's very
likely that Netanyahu will try to prevent Ben-Gvir and
Smotrich from making good on their threats. But that
won't clear him either, because Netanyahu is the
creator of the evil among us, even without partners.
Uzi Baram, HAA, 07.12.22

Why the (expected) new government is Israel’s
greatest existential crisis

(...) The incoming 64-member expected coalition
(...) is expected to vigorously pursue its avowedly
ethnonationalist policies. The preparations for its
inauguration (...) indicate that it also plans to insti-
tute a full-fledged regime change, which is illegiti-
mate by any democratic standards. On the eve of
the 75th anniversary of its establishment, Israel
faces its greatest existential crisis. (...) The stated
purpose of the incoming government is to entrench
the Jewish character of the State of Israel through a
series of measures that would institutionalize Jewish
collective rights in the country, as outlined in the
2018 Basic Law, Israel: The Nation-State of the
Jewish People. It seeks to guarantee effective Israeli
control over the entire territory between the Mediter-
ranean Sea and the Jordan River, and has set out to
reorganize state structures to assure the swift reali-
zation of these goals. (...) The Likud plans to pass

at least two before the installation of the new gov-
ernment: a law permitting twice-convicted head of
the Shas party, Aryeh Deri, to assume a ministerial
post, and another giving direct control over the po-
lice to Itamar Ben Guir. (...) Taken together, these
moves cover the essential features of a transition
from democratic to authoritarian rule (...) in the
fields of education, religion, gender rights, econom-
ics, the reorganization of the judiciary, civil society
freedoms, and the redesign of the public sphere (...)
petitions have been issued, protests organized, and
counter-initiatives suggested. (...) This situation will
neither be resolved by new elections nor by coer-
cion, but rather by courageously addressing the
essential contradictions of Israel and reframing its
underlying premises through the creation of a truly
egalitarian and just shared society. That is the real
challenge for Israglis today.

Naomi Chazan, TOI, 12.12.22

Netanyahu must say no to the haredi party's
demands

(...) Here is a partial list of what the UTJ has report-
edly demanded: Fully automated electricity genera-
tion on Shabbat, something that will cost an esti-
mated NIS 100 million a year; a Chief Rabbinate
representative on the Labor Ministry’s panel that
gives Shabbat work permits; more gender-
segregated beaches; affirmative action for haredim
(the ultra-Orthodox) applying for jobs in government
companies; and additional discounts on public
transportation in predominantly haredi cities. They
also want the establishment of state-funded bodies
to answer halachic questions, to give hospitals the
right to ban chametz (leavened grain products) on
Passover, let citizens demand to be buried in the
ground rather than in above-ground vertical struc-
tures meant to save space, and increase stipends to
yeshiva students. (...) The party’s wish-list is not
something that Israeli society will bear, and it cre-
ates the appearance that the haredim are not just
trying to preserve their way of life, but rather trying
to push it on everyone else. Such an effort will cre-
ate a harsh counter-reaction. (...) an Israeli prime
minister must be able to say no to the outrageous
demands of coalition partners on matters that en-
danger Israel’s existence as a Jewish liberal democ-
racy. (...)

Editorial, JPO, 14.12.22



2. Wachsende Sorge um Demokratie und
Rechtstaatlichkeit

Israels  designierter  Regierungschef  Benjamin
Netanyahu, der sich wegen Korruption und Betruges
vor Gericht verantworten muss, hat einer Reihe der
Forderungen  seiner  kiinftigen  Regierungs-
partner_innen zugestimmt, die von vielen als
Bedrohung der Demokratie angesehen werden.
Dies ist der Preis, den Netanyahu bereit ist zu
zahlen, um die Unterstiitzung der Koalitionspartner
bei MalBnahmen zu sichern, die es ihm ermdglichen
sollen, seinen Kopf aus der Schlinge der Justiz zu
ziehen. Aus den Reihen seiner Biindnispartner
_innen verlautete der Plan, eine
Uberwindungsklausel voranzutreiben, die das
Parlament in die Lage versetzen wirde, mit
einfacher Mehrheit Gesetze zu verabschieden, auch
wenn der Oberste Gerichtshof sie als illegal einstuft.
Mit der Wahl des von Netanyahu favorisierten Yariv
Levin zum voriibergehenden Parlamentsprésidenten
kann der designierte Regierungschef nun mehrere
Gesetzesédnderungen auf den Weg bringen, die als
Voraussetzung fir  einen gemeinsamen
Koalitionsvertrag gelten. Ultraorthodoxe Politiker, die
Frauen- und Freiheitsrechte beschneiden wollen,
gewinnen an Einfluss. Der Ruf in der Offentlichkeit
wird  lauter,  angesichts  der  politischen
Entwicklungen zivilen Widerstand zu leisten.

This is the call for a liberal religious rebellion

(--.)The success of the ultra-Orthodox parties and
even more so of the party that calls itself the Reli-
gious Zionists is a disaster for the Torah. They de-
clare Jewish supremacy, unbridled power, contempt
for democracy, civil rights, secular education and
religious ethnic tolerance. It creates a suffocating
feeling that God’s name is being desecrated. (...)
The Torah (...) is in palpable danger. We (...) we
must fight it. This great and urgent task requires
courageous and comprehensive mobilization. There
is a sizeable liberal religious community in Israel that
sees no contradiction between halachic observance
and living by humanist ideals. (...). But this commu-
nity, part and parcel of Israeli science, scholarship,
economics and culture has remained silent. (...) We
must battle the racism and nationalism that are
eroding the best of Israeli society. It is time, in other
words, for us to separate ourselves from the public
that has seized our home. (...) both Israel and Jew-
ish tradition have reached a critical and dangerous
crossroads. (...) Other planned legislation will allow
discrimination against minorities on racial grounds
and will permit rabbinic courts to impose new strin-

gencies on non-Jews who want to convert to Juda-
ism, Jews who want to divorce, and women who
cannot remarry because their husbands have disap-
peared. And haredi schools will be exempted from
any requirement to teach basic core subjects. These
are just a few examples and that's without touching
on the culture of lies, fabrications and corruption that
is rife in much of the Netanyahu camp. (...) It's time
to stop pretending that our camp, that of Orthodox
Zionism, is one unified body. The camp represented
by the knitted kippah has not been unified for some
time. It is now imperative that the cracks already
long evident be widened and deepened rather than
simply bandaged over. {...)

Itay Marienberg-Millikowsky, JPO, 05.12.22

Who’s the One Inciting Rebellion?

(...) For Netanyahu, who uses the same rhetoric as
other populists around the world, any opposition to
his actions is a “revolt.” While he goes about pursu-
ing regime change (...), anyone who has the audaci-
ty to defend democracy is labeled a “rebel.” (...)
Israel’s democracy is in danger not just because itlll
be led by someone standing trial for bribery who is
willing to sell it out in order to keep himself out of jail.
What helped him bring us to this point is that the
democratic systems have been eroded to the point
that they are less effective in representing the citi-
zen, and there has been a loss of trust in these
systems and a loss of passion to defend them. At a
time when technology enables public participation
and can be harnessed for the sake of the public’s
future, government sticks to the past. (...) Now it is
the majority’s turn to wake up, and local authorities
have a leading role to play: the more they use their
authority they have in education, transportation and
housing, the more they can push democracy to-
wards the future. Taking a brave stance in defense
of education is only the starting point. (...) the dem-
ocratic public in Israel needs to go out to protest
against the new government, but unlike in the past,
this time, the protest won't be waged in the High
Court of Justice or with pleading, but in the streets of
the cities.

Stav Shaffir, HAA, 07.12.22

Lapid’s civil-war incitement won’t work

(...) Israel's outgoing caretaker prime minister, Yesh
Atid leader Yair Lapid (...) is no more of a so-called
“centrist” than he is a healer of societal rifts. (...) his
self-described “change” government (...) has em-
barked on a campaign to foment civil war. The effort
will fail as badly as his bid to remain at the helm and
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Defense Minister Benny Gantz's attempt to replace
him at it. There’s a reason that their crew lost the
election to the nationalist camp. (...) those who con-
tinue to insist that the nation is split down the middle
are in denial, deluding themselves or (...) Hysterical
warnings from all its representatives and supporters
about the imminent demise of Israeli democracy,
due to a collection of politicians who emphasize the
state’s Jewish identity and prioritize patriotism, are
influencing liberals abroad. They're also music to the
ears of Israel’s mortal enemies. At home, however,
the hyperbole is likely to have the opposite effect. As
one honest left-wing TV panelist pointed out bemus-
edly this week, if the chattering classes don't put a
muzzle on their (...) Lapid had his chance and blew
it. His task, when the ruling coalition takes the reins,
is to challenge it when he sees fit. It's not to stage a
revolt in the name of vague, lofty ideals that he’s
better at voicing than putting into practice. The trou-
ble is that doing the latter would entail acceptance of
his current situation and tolerance for diversity.
Ruthie Blum, JPO, 08.12.22

Far-right will drive Israelis to the streets en
masse

They are coming our way because Bezalel Smo-
trich, Itamar Ben-Gvir, and Avi Maoz do not under-
stand the meaning of the election results. (...) Pro-
tests are coming our way because the devotees of
democracy among us will not be willing to give up on
a Jewish democratic state. (...) We're dealing with a
party of radical religious extremists, who have been
bestowed authority over 18 Border Police battalions
in the West Bank. On the other hand, we have a
party of Temple Mount messianics with de facto
control of the Civil Administration and coordination of
activities in the Occupied Territories. If this isn't
enough of reason for Israeli distraught, there is also
a party of outright homophobes in charge of a signif-
icant portion of the over 800,000 students' extra
curricula studies, in the education system. The belief
in good and effective governance has been shat-
tered. (...) Benjamin Netanyahu is being black-
mailed and humiliated, while a gang of outcasts
representing about one-tenth of the population, is
taking over the country. (...) Instead of targeting the
prime minister by name, demonstrators must call for
Israelis to come forth and unite. (...) The focus
should be on Smotrich, Ben-Gvir, and Maoz - not
Netanyahu. (...) The protest wave must be in sup-
port of democracy. (...) The protest wave must be
patriotic. It must reject outright extremists on the
Left, and the anti-Israel lunatics. Even in difficult and

dark days, the public's voice should reiterate Jewish
and Israeli, values, standing up against the far right,
it must reflect an alliance of citizens from all over the
political spectrum. In the face of the nationalist fa-
naticism that desecrates the legacy of the Herzl's
Zionism, the public must express Herzl's principles.
(...)

Ari Shavit, YED, 08.12.22

Israeli officials who call to resist new govern-
ment are playing with fire

(...) the former premier called for “civil disobedience
without violence,” over radical elements in Prime
Minister-designate Benjamin Netanyahu's emerging
coalition. Barak said although the formation of the
emerging coalition is "legal," itis “illegitimate” due to
"stinking political deals” that led to its establishment.
(...) Barak (...) calls for disobedience "not to fix, but
to replace” the incoming government. This is the
main difference between people (...), who believe
the government is illegitimate and want to destroy it,
and people like Martin Luther King — who see the
government as legitimate and only want to make
changes to make the system more just. True civil
disobedience must be public and non-violent, since
its goal is to emphasize the problem that is being
protested and rally the rest of the public to join. But
Barak isn't trying to rally the public, but to divide it by
saying that those who fail to join him are afraid of
doing so because they are worried about their politi-
cal position. As a result, he may cause the govern-
ment to be seen as illegitimate and block any free,
public dialogue. (...) many share Barak’s fears over
the incoming government, but when someone thinks
hearing a different beat is wrong, shunning or forc-
ing them to match your own could also lead to harm-
ing of basic human rights. Something Barak fears
Netanyahu's government would do.

Yuval Elbashan, YED, 11.12.22

3. Auf Konfrontationskurs mit der Diaspora

Das Biindnis von Benjamin Netanyahu, der offen
rechtsextremen Politikern Schiiisselpositionen in der
kommenden Regierung zugesagt hat, lasst bei
jdischen Gemeinden in der Diaspora, allen voran in
den USA, die Alarmglocken schrillen. Die US-
amerikanischen Jidinnen und Juden stehen
mehrheitlich fir liberale politische und religiése
Haltungen. ~ Rassistische ~ AuBerungen,  die
Verunglimpfung der Queer-Community, Angriffe auf
den Obersten Gerichtshof in Jerusalem oder auch
unmittelbar auf die liberalen jiidischen Gemeinden

5



im In- und Ausland stoen auf grolen Unmut und
Sorge um das Verhéltnis zu Israel. Problematisch ist
besonders der Koalitionsbeitritt des homophoben
Politikers Avi Maoz, der auch dafiir sorgen will, dass
Konversionen zum Judentum, die kein orthodoxer
Rabbiner abgesegnet hat, in Israel nicht Ilénger
anerkannt werden. Die jlidische Gemeinde in den
USA spielt eine zentrale Rolle bei den bilateralen
Beziehungen zwischen Washington und Jerusalem.

The anti-Netanyahu resistance is counterproduc-
tive

Prior to the recent Israeli election, it was clear that
Benjamin Netanyahu's left-wing opponents and their
sympathizers in the United States wouldn't meekly
accept defeat if they were unable to prevent the
Likud Party leader and his allies from winning. But
now that Netanyahu has won and appears to be on
the verge of forming a government with a stable
majority, it's clear that what's about to unfold goes
beyond even the usual histrionics and plotting that
ensue whenever the parties of the right succeed.
Having campaigned on a platform that depicted
Netanyahu as an enemy of democracy, they contin-
ue to push that argument regardless of the facts or
the consequences for Israel and its alliance with the
US. Much like the cultural tribal war that character-
izes American politics, the Israeli Left and their
friends in the organized American-Jewish world, the
foreign-policy establishment and the Democratic
Party believe that no smear or tactic is too awful to
employ if it can somehow hurt him. (...) they are not
only prepared to undermine the already shaky ties
between Israel and American Jews and heighten
tensions between Netanyahu and the Biden admin-
istration. They also seem to think that encouraging
the Palestinians to double down on their destructive
attitudes is not beyond the pale. (...) The belief that
behaving like a loyal opposition is the proper re-
sponse to losing an election has gone out of style in
both the US and Israel. (...) Concerns about wheth-
er Ben-Gvir and Smotrich will behave responsibly as
ministers leading government departments are rea-
sonable, as is disgust with Noam's pronouncements.
Still, (...), the fears about them are (...) partisan
talking points that ignore the fact that the Israeli
voters who put them in this strong position see them
as proposing sensible responses to a security crisis
the previous government didn't sufficiently address.
(...) the most dangerous aspect of the anti-Bibi
resistance (...) is the rhetoric coming from American
Jews (...).

Jonathan S. Tobin, IHY, 01.12.22

Netanyahu would do well to heed warnings of
Diaspora Jewry

(...) Abe Foxman, former head of the Anti-
Defamation League and a staunch long-time de-
fender of Israel, said that he would not be able to
support a non-democratic Israel. (...) Foxman’s
warning needs to go off as a loud alarm bell in Isra-
el. Whether Netanyahu will heed them is another
question - but they should not go ignored. (...)
Foxman said is important, is because it explains
what might happen in the coming year, depending
on what the presumed new government of the Likud,
the Religious Zionist Party, Shas and United Torah
Judaism do in the Knesset. (...) The US — and espe-
cially many of its prominent Jews — care (...) about
the future democratic character of the State of Isra-
el. Sweeping changes to the delicate balance that
exists here between the legislature and the judiciary
are unlikely to be ignored. (...) in The Washington
Post (...) two former US diplomats — both Jewish —
called on President Joe Biden to consider withhold-
ing offensive weapons to Israel “or other assistance
for malign Israeli actions in Jerusalem or the occu-
pied territories.” This is worrisome because the talk
today is not coming from the extreme corners of the
progressive camp but also from the mainstream
camp within the Democratic Party, people like these
diplomats and prominent Jewish leaders like Fox-
man. Netanyahu would do well to keep this in mind
as he considers the policies that his new govern-
ment will seek to enact. ...)

Editorial, JPO, 04.12.22

Smotrich Needs to Apologize to US Jews

Incoming Minister and head of the Religious Zionism
political party, Bezalel Smotrich, infamously declared
Reform Judaism to be a “Fake Religion.” On top of
this, the soon to be new minister Avigdor Maoz de-
clared today before the Israeli Knesset that forms of
liberal religion’ are a ‘darkness’ that must be ex-
pelled. These are clever political moves that play to
their base within Israel. But they have enormous
repercussions to Jews in the USA. Now that they
are going to be leaders in the new government be-
ing formed under Benjamin Netanyahu, they need to
apologize for these statements. (...) Not only do |
identify as a Reform Jew, most of my friends in the
USA do as well. And all my friends are big support-
ers of Israel. They are the leaders of AIPAC and JNF
and Jewish summer camps and the list goes on and
on. (...) Desecrating, devaluating, and insulting
Reform and other more liberal streams of Judaism
may be politically expedient, but they are not Jewish
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values. It is one thing to state these things when you
are out of the government. But when you are given
the responsibility to lead the Jewish nation of Israel,
you need to behave differently. (...) The Jewish
nation has enough enemies as it is. Our leaders
should not be attacking some of the best of our
people simply because the prayer service looks a
little different.

David Brent, TOI, 08.12.22

How Can American Jews Confront Israel's Hor-
rific New Government?

Benjamin Netanyahu is putting the finishing touches
on his new government, and American Jews are
sickened and horrified by what they see. (...) Netan-
yahu is about to form the worst government in Isra-
el's history (...) whose roster contains the names of
soon-to-be ministers Itamar Ben-Gvir, Bezalel Smo-
trich, and Avi Maoz. And there is no mistaking who
these characters are. Taken together, they are an
existential threat to the state of Israel. They are
avowed enemies of the rule of law. They have no
fidelity to the moral ideals of Zionism. They bring
racism, homophobia, and religious primitivism to the
government of the Jewish state. And they are likely
to put a terrible dent in Israeli democracy. (...) In a
saner system of government, a bloc of three parties
winning 11 percent of the vote would have only
modest clout. But Netanyahu outsmarted himself.
He stitched the bloc together himself, afraid that
otherwise the parties would disappear. He then kept
his distance during the election, hoping to escape
the taint of their racism and bigotry. But when he
could not form a government without them, he put
their extremism aside and caved in to their outra-
geous demands. (...) Netanyahu (...) when the time
comes (...) will be identified as the prime minister
who invited Kahanists, Jewish supremacists, and
convicted criminals into the cabinet that he had
painstakingly assembled. (...) there is the issue of
the new government’s relationship with Diaspora
Jewry. Ben-Gvir, Smotrich, and Maoz have pledged
to join with the ultra-Orthodox parties to pass laws
invalidating Reform conversions and limiting the
right of Diaspora Jews to immigrate to Israel and
receive citizenship under the Law of Return. Further
limitations on non-Orthodox prayer at the Kotel are
also on the agenda. (...) Netanyahu shows no incli-
nation to restrain his political partners; indeed, since
2017, when he abandoned the “Western Wall com-
promise,” he has been utterly indifferent to Diaspora
Jewry’s religious concerns. World Jewry’s commit-
ments to Israel run deep and have remained strong.

But eventually, a price will be exacted for Netanya-
hu’s dismissive attitude and for the religious radical-
ism of Ben-Gvir and company. (...) American Jews
donating money to Israel have focused on social
service organizations, religious institutions, and
universities. (...) We should use our dollars to
strengthen the centrist politics in Israel that most
American Jews support. This means a commitment
to Jewish values and identity, dovish politics, a liber-
al worldview, promotion of social justice, and hard-
headed realism on security. (...) at this time of dis-
tress, we must come together with our Israeli broth-
ers and sisters and find a way out.

Eric H. Yoffie, HAA, 11.12.22

You're a Liberal U.S. Jew Repelled by Far-right
Israel?

(...) the most likely effect will be none whatsoever -
because most American Jews have no relationship
with Israel. (...) now would be an excellent time for
us to start one. The inconvenient truth is that while
the Jewish mainstream has, by and large, regarded
Israel as a source of good Netflix shows and a free
vacation destination for teenagers, our brethren on
the right have been outthinking, outworking and
outspending us. (...) most American Jews identify as
both left-leaning politically and supportive of Israel.
Yet this silent majority has almost always been a
silent partner when it comes to Israel. The communi-
ty played a marginal role in the state’s founding and,
even as it lent increasing political and monetary aid
in the ensuing years, largely remained at arm’s
length from what actually happened there. (...) It
made sense for American Jews to stay out of the
affairs of a fledgling socialist endeavor threatened
militarily from all sides. Today, the world’s two larg-
est Jewish communities find themselves at near
parity: educated, wealthy and, for the most part,
secure. (...) American Jews will want to take a closer
look at where our philanthropy flows. Not for the
sake of divesting from Israel, as those on the fringe
left call for, but rather to increase investment in
causes that align with our values and, just as im-
portant, actually require our assistance. (...) Ameri-
can Jews must become more willing to articulate
and promote their Judaism. This is bound to make
some squirm — both because American Jews are
proud of their secularism and, conversely, because
many of us have internalized a certain inferiority
complex relative to our more literate observant and
Israeli brethren. Yet the liberal American-Jewish
mainstream is profoundly religious. Our consistent
affinities for tolerance and coexistence (...) flow from
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the very same Torah that Itamar Ben-Gvir and
Bezalel Smotrich love to say they’re following. (...)
In order to change hearts and minds in Israel, we
will have to gently yet assertively share our Torah.

()
David Zenlea, HAA, 14.12.22

4. Medienquerschnitt
Neu auf Netflix: Farha

Farha and the image of Israelis worldwide

(...) a new drama called Farha (..) will focus on the
battles that took place during Israel's War of Inde-
pendence. Wartime provides fertile ground for thrill-
ing content for such a TV series, which will no doubt
include great battle scenes, and the physical and
emotional trauma both of the Israeli soldiers and
their Arab opponents. The possibilities are endless.
(...) it is beyond disappointing that the drama will
present IDF soldiers as murderers of a baby. In fact,
it is completely not acceptable. (...) Israel does not
have the luxury of sitting idly by as a propaganda
war is waged against her in pop culture. (...) If we
stay silent in the face of Farha, if we do not work to
prevent it from airing, we will give the instigators and
the haters yet another platform to slander Israel
even further. We will allow them to add another
chapter to their campaign of hostility that will meet
us on the Arab streets, both near and far. Members
of the outgoing and incoming government, those in
the opposition and the coalition, and lovers of Israel
all over the world must rally together and demand
that Netflix not provide a platform for this series,
which may pose an immediate danger to Israel and
Israelis.

Oded Revivi, JPO, 03.12.22

Gewalt im Westjordanland

IDF readiness for war compromised by West
Bank tension

(...) The numbers speak for themselves. At the end
of 2021, 13 battalions took up positions in the West
Bank, with most of them belonging to the standing
army and some including reserves. In 2022, 25
battalions were positioned in the West Bank, along-
side units of IDF special forces and Border Police.
Before the need to assign large forces to that region,
the IDF managed a division of 17 weeks of training
and 17 weeks of operational duty, and this ratio is

now disrupted. This means that the IDF’s standing
army has very little time to train, this is also true for
the 66 reserve battalions the IDF plans to conscript
in 2023. This situation does not seem likely to im-
prove. The constant need to provide forces for the
West Bank is the result of the ongoing incitement for
Palestinian terror attacks, leading to casualties on
both sides. Some call what has been playing out a
“mini-Intifada” while others prefer to see it as a terror
wave, but the Shin Bet and the IDF believe that this
surge in violence is unlike anything Israel has expe-
rienced before. These attacks are no longer the
actions of lone wolves or rioting mobs. (...) The
ongoing coalition negotiations have also had an
impact. The (...) political squabbles over authority,
could lead to a question of authority over the West
Bank. Prime Minister-designate Benjamin Netanya-
hu’s claim that he will control the government and its
policies, is simply unattainable. (...) The power
struggles and political disagreements between the
different factions and political players, will eventually
reach the IDF, Shin Bet, and the police. Those head-
ing these institutions will know how to navigate the
politicians, but soldiers in the field will be confused,
much like the IDF soldier who assaulted a left-wing
activist in Hebron. The military’s readiness is deteri-
orating, incitement in the West Bank and Gaza is
increasing, and the political struggle is threatening to
harm Israel. It seems 2023 will be a true challenge.
Ron Ben Yishai, YED, 05.12.22
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