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,0Y9MNM DN MNID PI OPN AYTIND ¥IIN 191 DXIANYNN DNRYIY DXININD DIIN
DY9NNN PON DN ,)0 DX ,DI90 .DMYN DXAWNI NINY DI9DN DININ JMN NPNNN D) RON
DNXY WIALND” DI90N DXNONN IOV PNND AMD D290 1" IPNPNIY DN DXIANYNN
NOYNAS INY NNOIN TIT PRY IMT LDOIRDIND 972 DIXIPY) DIVI P 9pn a2
DN :PIDYY YPI) 12 XYNN N0 DN DTN WX DOPMID DMIDTI YIdwn NIpHN
MTNROND NPNYNRN M TI55 DNV DXV DXTINY DMNIDNN 9D YN DINHNN TN
YOOI DNPYOIN DY NN DX YIVNID IN2I1DD IWN M0 ,MINY DY NYinn D> NRoND)

oMt viama

DINXMN 2 IND MDD MHRMND TIDY XD N NAIND AORY NN 1IIT INDIN
TIDY DY IMyNwn ININDIN VIVYNI TIPND MNN DY MMTIDM TNN NN (adaptability)
YNIAND YPIN NND ,DXTNIONM MTNIONN DY DMIIIND OXMN TN DAPO M NN M
MINDIAN LOYNI NNITIND TIND MIIN NOND MNPNMND TID? TXD °.0"N 0N I XMIINMN
MTOMY M IMynwm (availability) m»nt X0 012 PYNIN 090N MTD> VY
VRO M IMmyNwm (accessibility) mwny NI wn ;001 11PN NPIdDM TN
IMynwm (acceptability) m»ao N HWIOUM ;NPIPN NPIOM MTOM DMND INY
12 19INN NPNAN ) (substance) 17301 N1NIAN 0 4, NYTN DX NN TN HAPY M XN
MILH DY TAN NP NDY PN TIPNN 22 DY 2NN M PINK TD> (form) 2y XN
DYIPO TIYY NPTHNY DM DXOITIVD DY) MIND1IN LIYNI MYITIN IPNN
PON NN NN DXTNRONM MTNIND DV >MAINM YNIAND YPID OXMNT TN MWD

A3 MO DY DMINK MTIDY DY N25W NRND ¥ O2IN,TIND MDD TI9) YNo3
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DNON PN NDNID DY NNNINA NANI) WX )TN0 DOD DY LNVLPITH NTIAY DY DDIAN VIPNID POMNOND YPIN 3
NVLIPAN ,NVPYT ININD NN) "IRIWI YTIND TN DY TPNIMOLIND TIND M TN MNND DY” 1IN DV NI
JINS M TINY MR DY” N7 9N (NTIAY TONNI NN NVIDIDNN ,DOVIYND

“9INN HNIWI TIPNN DITPY MMINDN NDOWNN M NI "MNNINT DY TN M DY 1T DY NI DINT NI NMTa 4
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A0 AN TNNN NPNI NDYN DY TONN TIVIY INND "ONMN” ININD NN TION ;78I IRIINT MV DWD NYPINNN

The Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment no. 13: The Right to Education, para. 6 5
.(U.N. Doc. E/C.12/1999/10)
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oY YMAINM ONIAND YPID OXMND TIOND MDD TID DTN 1IN NPTSIN
DNV TINN .TIADD MO NIVY TINND MO DV INPNI INNYL DXTHRINM MTNIONN
DNYYIN NN NN PNANY TIAD DN PRIYN DXTNRONM MTNINN DY YMIAINM Y NI1IND YPID
12 N2>NPM 0NN ,0PNNI 0NN ,DNN DY WP TINN NAXYNND 7,0MNT DN YN
MNIAD HNDNT VIS MYSHNI PI KD NYANND NN PNIP NN NI»D MM .0»N on

TNPNONP DMNT DY INY 2NI TIWNY WPNA TN NON ,NPYANI

D) NIVN DXTHRINM MTNONN DY >MIAINM PNIIND YPID DOXMNN TN MDD YInn
N21NN DNPTHI TIND TIVN YT DY YOINY INNDNIP NTYI NYT . TIY MOYA NPNIAN MIVH
Dya NI DYMIAIN DXIIY DNONY ,"WIANND NN NI»NN NIV MNMN 2D PI8N ,1999 niva
NXIAP DY MNTIM DN TPYN INYD P ,DA0NN IOX JOWN MDD 1NISY MyTIN
P25 DXNNND P2 9MYNN NVYAN P NPND PX,N"ITA YIAPI T2 ,)90 .10 MAIN N TININD
MYIP 2. Madm NT ,MNIND - HPNXIAP MINNVN DV NYTINN NPNRYN INNINY NN
NPN NPTHI HPNIIN MTID §7°90 ,N1PMIAIN™II DY DPNNON DY TNN 1P MW NON
1PN MYSNNRI D) INIPID MIYY RONX ,NIMYN MNT IN DXOMYN DY HY NIINI NODIANN
YM2INM YNIAND YPIZ OXMNN TINND M YN )10 OX H.NYPMIAIn My pond 7Had
YD N NINN .INY MDD N92ND DNN NON DN TN N DX TNRONN MTNIONN DV
D*ONY PNIoNNN TINN NMONI NAYNI DN DNV TONNIY ,NYIANND Mt POyl DTN "2
YMDN VP MDD INY NNMIAN NN XDy »id TPNNIAPH DMIMNYNY THiad DINXVIND

MINN NPMAIN MNP DY DXV

LAYNI NIV DXTNRINT MTNIND DY YMIAINM PNIAND YPID DORIMND TIND MO
TIAD DN MMAY 10N P I TINND D NYIPN [, TOON MMDT 1272 N3NNI MNINDIAN
My 750 NMIDT 1272 NINND DY NNNN DX 2.0NWO0) 1P MIAINN ODMND 00120 Y NND
NYYAND DDA INNN NON,PINA DYV 192 NINY XD TOON NPIDT 1272 MINND YD N 1991
MINDIAN VAVNI NN PAD NPT PPN P2 NHXRND DDOP MA~DYY ,MIVIY 1PN

Joel Spring, THE UNIVERSAL RIGHT TO EDUCATION: JUSTIFICATION, DEFINITION, AND GUIDELINES 135 (Mahwah, :0y 9wpna w7
N.J.: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, 2000); Leora Bilsky, Child—Parent—State: The Absence of Community in the Court's
Approach to Education, in CHILDREN'S R1GHTS AND TRADITIONAL VALUES 134, 145 (Leslie Sebba & Gillian Douglas eds.,
Aldershot: Ashgate, 1998); John Rawls, CoLLECTED PAPERs 166 (Samuel Freeman ed., Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Uni-
.versity Press, 1999)
SING DYPYN DINDNA D) 137 MWD TPNNIPN MINNWND DIPNIYN DYDY ¥ KXY NI MNIND TIVIY YPINNX IpNNa
.Margaret F. Brinig, Children's Beliefs and Family Law, 58 Emory L.J. 55 (2008) )9

.Shauna Van Praagh, Religion, Custody and a Child's Identities, 35(2) Oscoope HaLL L. J. 309, 357 (1997) :32x7 8

0w 8 Nyn w5 Praagh :03 w7 .145 'nya 7 nayn 9vb Bilsky 9
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(1.7.2010 :n©»5 TIND) Mazkirut Pedagogit/Mate/Dochot/DohBeEzrah.htm

Charles Taylor, Shared and Divergent Values, in OpTioNs FOR A NEW CaNADA 53 (Ronald Watts & D. Brown eds., : 3297 11
Toronto : University of Toronto Press, 1991); Will Kymlicka, MuLticuLTURAL Crtizenstip 187 (Oxford: Oxford University
.Press, 1995)
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PINNTINNINN ;0N WOV DN PN — (Semiotics) NPrOI*ND 112 *LOPL NN
svIvP M) — (Membership Categorization Analysis — nvImvp Ipn IN)
NYN 9PN DM1VIN DIV ,0MNIIN DXITO DY DNNXIN DNXMD DYINNI DXOVOPLI
0AVNT 1D MNIN PV MTNA VOPL YW DM»ann M) — (Discourse Analysis) —
oYW 101N MAN YY NODINNND — NOWN IPN — ININND IPNNN NVIVWA WHNWND 1IN IN
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DL NNIN TNY NDID NTRND NNXY TAN DI YT OMINNN DDID DXNNA NTIAYN NN
N2 HODY IRMI VT OTIPN ONIONNT TN DXTION NNON DY NMNXMN DX NN 3N

22990 ONIoNNN TN DXTINDN NN DY ITMNNIN NN

PN 11 DNN D92 MNIRMND 222990 N1 .1)

PN ,ININDDY DT PV AMD TINOT 1D MIB0N” NORYN DY YN IMDI ,IVIND 219 IN?
N8P ON P2 — LY DIYN INT DN ..OIDIDNIND NNPN 2223 DXAMI :PO0 DWW MA
PAN DN ININ 22 ON DN DN TN 190N ,NNIN NOIN DN DI 19N IND DN 1)
MYNYN IXNY IYY TPMINX NP> ,0°I2TH 29 DN NOXI OX DIV 120 *4.7T70900) Yo
YN OW DIWPA DTN RYDD IN,ISPD  NISPD INYPN — DNXMINHD NIXIIAPD UMM
DOONPA DYID NNXY PN INMIN 7YY NYa N2 X — NONI NP O9MND) DD |, THVN
J0PON .0 DOIN DV PIATI .0IPNY JAT DY M2 73yn ,00pIinI

99D YNa WYY MNaYa 0P 1% TH0NY PT2) 90N .TIPNN TIVNI NIAIWYN MHADN N0 DY NN NOIN Y YN 34
Anssi Perdkyld, Analyzing Talk and Text, in THE SAGE HANDBOOK OF QUALITATIVE RESEARCH 869, 8707874 :3X7 ,NaNI> 35
(3rd ed., Norman K. Denzin & Yvonna S. Lincoln eds., Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, 2005); David Silverman, INTERPRETING

.QUALITATIVE DATA: METHODS FOR ANALYZING TALK, TEXT, AND INTERACTION 158-195 (London, UK: Sage, 2006)
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MIN” NOT INWYNIN NP .MPX INY MYSNHNI XTI PWIPN F19NInn X dnm mMI9D
NN DNOON 13T MODIDNN M NPXONN N2 OXD IVONV 20 OV "N
YN DV 128N POIMDIN MAN RID IPOYD NNOYW IN,1IINT MNIDINND NNOYIND NYIND
NAPN” NN IV NP 1DIVY YYD INNT TP MDOIPIVDIND DY NN 1O
NAOY N JOP 99D 5230 19N MODINN AN NPXOIN DY OXD LIND D DV "Ryedn
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oY DYLIPMT DX2IID MPPINN MPX :NPIMVP YIDWN DNNI PYIND 77010 NN
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MMM OV

YPNNN LOPLY .DMNX NMAND NPRY NVLWIN DXODPLN DY NN N NPD ,0°IATH YILN
D) NI, DY DYANNIY DIYPNI MINYIND ,MIMD DYDY, NINY MyNwn mMadw v
D207 D27 D729 D) DIYP NP> I3 DMNVA 1DINN T390 IayH DY M9pna
MNDN NNI NN X MNI ONY DXNDMIY PN ,OWND [ Td .DMINN MM NMIYI DY
YIDIPN IPIN 03 000 MDD M) WP DYV 132N DO INNND ,DPVIDIN NNN NN
MYNVNN TNND PO Mynvn DY 0NV D719 NYIIN INDD ONTNA TINT MIAINMN
DPN NINPN NN DN ,DMDN IO KON DY DONNNI NN NN — NMLIPHPH
OHNILADNP MYNWN DIN» — (explicit meaning) NPYIN MNYNN MIWN NP DN
9277 LOPLN T ;779 DY NPT NININ DN VION ,MINN DX .DPVIPHPN MYNYND

D2AIND N2 :9293 2239 (NINY) NN TMNIY DIN LVIND .IIDY H21) DIV Y PINNY NYI LPON .D DN NYIW RN 37
(2007 ,N9N NVIDIDNN Y DXI9DN NNXIN 1N ,NNIIND NOY DY) 22 MDY 92 ©I9 NN MY HY

0NN PTON ON) 13,7 IND AN MAIDN TIN " DMPII MNNONA IR 710 MI0N NN DY IMPR” P32 oNIn 38
2007 ,92T T NN

.14 'y ov 39

MNVY SN oYY .A. J. Greimas, Elements of Narrative Grammar, 7(1) Diacritics 23 (Catherine Porter trans., 1977) 40
(1984 D531 NIV AN D) 16 1992°2 NNDON HY NPPONRIDN 1PN

David Bordwell, MAKING MEANING: INFERENCE AND RHETORIC IN THE INTERPRETATION OF CINEMA (Cambridge: Harvard 41
)2V S TN DN ,DXVID MYSNNI MYNYNT YT DY OO NN DN M Y0P Oy amd HNTN1A .University Press, 1989)
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v1n — (implicit meaning) N9*pyn Mynwnn pwowN (speaks directly) »w> joNa
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DY MYHYNMN

APNND TIND NN INNIN DIDRY ,DOPON MY NOYI NTIAY DNIN XIDON NN T YN
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Jonathan Culler, STRUCTURALIST POETICS: STRUCTURALISM, LINGUISTICS AND THE STUDY OF LITERATURE (London: Routledge 43
.117 'nya ,0v LVIYY .and Kegan Paul, 1975)
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JDIMNXMN DY D¥20N
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Fourth, we elaborate the need to include a canonical corpus in the curriculum, and to verify
that every student is exposed to the core of this corpus. The difficulty to differentiate between
"center" and "margins" does not justify relying on an outdated curriculum, which does not

represent a cultural foundation.

Fifth, we discuss the importance of referring to fundamental historical events in the curriculum.

Such events have a significant role in shaping the students' identities."!

Sixth, we emphasize the need to create a proper balance between the right to adaptable education
and other features of the right to education. The reduction of literature studies in Israeli-Arab
public schools shifts the focus to Arabic works and thus derogates the children's right to
acceptable education that exposes them to global cultural assets. Therefore, we recommend
teaching two units of literature in Israeli-Arab public schools. Additionally, we emphasize that
the right to adaptable education does not justify an abstention from learning about the "other".
Vice versa, a curriculum of a certain cultural group that refers to other cultural groups who live
in the same geographical space serves both the right to adaptable education and the right to

acceptable education, which requires, inter alia, education for tolerance.

The significant role of literature in the development of consciousness, the constitution of
personality and the formation of identity, as well as the technical possibility to teach literature
without uniform text books, makes it an ideal field for the realization of the right to adaptable
education. Additionally, the realization of this right through literature studies is essential in
light of the standardized civic curriculum in Israel, which was created in order to emphasize
the common values of all Israeli citizens. Such a curriculum requires the existence of other
programs that are aimed towards developing the students' sense of belonging to different
national, religious and cultural groups. We hope that our research sheds light on the importance
of the right to adaptable education and on the various methods to implement this right in the
complex Israeli reality. We look forward to expanding this preliminary work into a multiyear
project, which will examine the realization of the right to adaptable education in other subjects

and include more age groups.

11 Yair Oron, ISRAELI IDENTITIES: JEWS AND ARABS IN FRONT OF THE MIRROR AND THE OTHER (Tel Aviv: Rasling,
2010) [Hebrew].
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Regarding the curriculum of the Israeli-Arab public schools, we found that most of the works
contain marginal adaptable features or no adaptable features. Although all of the works were
written in Arabic, the subjects that were chosen are mostly universal. The general assessment of
the curriculum indicates that the curriculum contains canonical writers from the Arab world but
it lacks local canonical writers. We also found that the limited choice options do not enable the
teachers to adapt the works to the students in their class, and that the historical structure of the

curriculum lacks contemporary works and references to constitutive events.

5. Recommendations

Our policy recommendations focus on six themes.

First, we expand on the importance of variety of adaptable works and wide choice options.
The Ministry of Education cannot build a curriculum which is adaptable to the diverse cultural
groups within the Israeli-Jewish public schools and the Israeli-Arab public schools. Variety and
choice help the teachers to adapt the works to their students, and highlight their fundamental

responsibility for the realization of the right to adaptable education.

Second, we refer to organizational aspects of the process by which the curriculum is designed.
There are cultural Jewish groups in Israel which receive extensive pedagogic autonomy, such as
the Haredi community or the National-Religious stream. The National Education Regulations
(Advisory Committee of Arab Education), 1996, require the establishment of an advisory
committee, which will provide the Minister of Education with recommendations on various
policy issues, including the design of curricula. The last advisory committee resigned ten
years ago after its recommendations were rejected. We recommend the re-establishment of
this committee, as well as the establishment of a similar committee for Israeli-Jewish public
schools. Advisory representative committees may contribute the required sensitivity to the

students' social and cultural settings.

Third, we note that the right to adaptable education requires an updated curriculum, which
includes adaptable works that are attentive both to the glory of the past and to contemporary
developments. Occasional updates do not satisfy this requirement. Sometimes a new curriculum

is necessary in order to reflect cultural progress.'°

10 A recently published report of the State Comptroller indicates in this regard that most of the curriculums in
Israel are not reexamined as required. Thus, the old literature curriculum of Israeli-Arab public high-schools
is not unique; it is part of comprehensive malfunctions of the Ministry of Education in the field of curriculum

design.
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schools is taught for 180 hours® (constituting two units of the matriculation exams) and includes
335 works, both originally Hebrew and translated. The literature curriculum of the Israeli-Arab
public schools is taught for 90 hours (constituting one unit of the matriculation exams) and

includes 68 Arabic works.

Our methodology was two-layered. One layer was a categorization of each work that was
included in the curriculum as containing "dominant adaptable features", "marginal adaptable
features", or "no adaptable features". Naturally, this categorization forces an abstraction of the
text, which does not characterize art works. Hence, we followed David Bordwell's suggestion
that there are four types of meaning to be found in art works: referential, explicit, implicit and
symptomatic.” Using Bordwell's theory, we referred to the referential and explicit meaning
of each text, which are often identical with the "story" that the work tells the reader. Hence,
we classified the works that were included in the curriculum according to the adaptability of
their referential and explicit meanings to the social and cultural settings of the students. The
adaptability features of the Israeli-Jewish public schools were defined as follows: Judaism,
Bible, Jewish history, the State of Israel, Zionism, Israeli society. The adaptability features of
the Israeli-Arab public schools were defined as follows: Arabism, Koran, Hadith, history of the
Arab and Islamic nations, Arab countries, the State of Israel, territories were Palestinian people
live, Arab societies, Israeli society. It should be emphasized that there was no necessary inter-

connection between the ideological message of the text and its adaptability.

The second layer of our methodology was a general assessment of the curriculums' adaptability.
For this purpose we asked the following questions: Does the curriculum contain a canonical
corpus? Does the curriculum present a rich historical overview? Is the curriculum updated and
contemporary? Does the curriculum enable the teachers to choose adaptable works? How is the

choice designed?

4. Findings

Our findings indicate that most of the Hebrew works in the literature curriculum of the Israeli-
Jewish public schools contain dominant adaptable features, while most of the translated works
do not contain adaptable features. This last finding was expected and even required in light of
the need to include cultural assets in the curriculum. The general assessment of the curriculum
indicates that it contains canonical corpus, but also presents a rich and diverse picture of Israeli
Jews. The design of the choice enables the teachers to adapt the works to the students in their
class, but also guarantees an exposure to the canonical corpus. In addition, the curriculum is

historically rich and includes various references to constitutive events.

8 These hours are divided along the 10™-12" grades.
9 David Bordwell, MAKING MEANING: INFERENCE AND RHETORIC IN THE INTERPRETATION OF CINEMA (Cambridge:

Harvard University Press, 1989).
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adaptable education is intertwined with human dignity.’> Education that is of direct relevance
to the children's social and cultural context equips them with self-respect and develops their
personal identity.

The right to adaptable education also serves societal goals. The Kremnitzer Committee, which
was appointed by the Israeli Ministry of Education to develop a comprehensive scheme to teach
schoolchildren civics, indicated that good citizenship requires a formed identity with internalized
cultural values and developed self consciousness.* This statement is in line with theories that
emphasize "deep diversity" - a respect for a diversity of approaches to diversity - as a basis for
social unity in multicultural societies.” Hence, the right to adaptable education contributes to
mutual tolerance; the assumption is that public school students who were exposed to contents
that respect their cultural attachments will be more attentive to the narratives of other cultural

groups.

The adaptability feature of the right to education is emphasized in the Convention on the Rights
of the Child, which provides that education shall be directed, inter alia, to the development of
respect for the children's parents, cultural identity, language and values.® In Israeli law, the right
to adaptable education is protected by the National Education Law, 1953, which provides that
one of the goals of national education is to educate a person to respect his or her parents, family,
legacy, cultural identity, and language.’

3. A Description of the Research

We chose to focus on literature due to its role in shaping the human consciousness through
various connections to the reader's life experiences. Literature curriculum that includes
significant affinities to the students' social and cultural settings intensifies the chance to create
rich and intensive connections to the texts, which develop the students' personality, identity and
self-perception.

The curriculums that were examined are literature curriculums for the 10" to 12 grades, which

are obligatory for the matriculation exams. The literature curriculum of the Israeli-Jewish public

3 The Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment no. 13: The Right to Education,
para. 6 (U.N. Doc. E/C.12/1999/10).

4  Ministry of Education, BEING CITIZENS,
http://cms.education.gov.il/EducationCMS/Units/Owl/English/Pedagogic/Being/ (last visited: July 1% 2010).

5 Charles Taylor, Shared and Divergent Values, in OpTiONS FOR A NEw CaNaDa 53 (Ronald Watts and D. Brown
eds., Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1991).

6 The Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 29 (G.A. Res. 25 (XLIV), 44 U.N. GAOR, Supp. No. 49,
U.N. Doc. A/RES/44/25 (1989), reprinted in 28 [.L.M. 1448 (1989).

7 Article 2.
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Introduction to the Research and A Short Summary

Books, as landscapes, influence you more deeply and powerfully when they are read at the proper age."

1. Introduction

The Israeli education system contains diverse subsystems and individual schools based on
national and religious differences. Jewish and Arab? public schools that belong to the national
education stream do not receive pedagogic and administrative autonomy as do other cultural
communities in Israel, whose schools are quasi-private or belong to a separate stream within the
public schools system. This state of affairs raises the question whether these schools realize the

students' right to receive adaptable education, which responds to their social and cultural needs.

Our research examines the ways in which the right to adaptable education is realized in the
literature curricula of Israeli-Jewish and Israeli-Arab public schools that belong to the national
education stream. This kind of research was never been conducted in Isracl. Moreover, it offers
an innovative multidisciplinary perspective that examines classroom materials through the

lenses of human rights.

2. Theoretical Framework
One of the features of the right to education is adaptability — the right to receive education that

responds to the needs of students within their diverse social and cultural settings. The right to

" Head of the Jewish-Arab Center, Haifa University; Associate Professor, Haifa University Faculty of Law.
" Dr., Haifa University Faculty of Social Science and Western Galilee College Faculty of Social Science.
" Ph.D. Candidate, Haifa University Faculty of Law.

1 Meir Shalev, MosTLy N REGARD TO LovE 20 (Tel Aviv: Am Oved, 1995) [Hebrew].

2 Most of the Arab schools are public.
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